THE PSALM Psalm 121:24-5.6-9
LET US GO REJOICING TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.

| rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’

And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray: ‘Peace be to yohomes!
May peace reign in your walls, in your palaces, pea!

For love of my brethren and friends | say: ‘Peace pon you!
For love of the house of the Lord | will ask for yair good.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and bve,
and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

LORD, IN JESUS YOUR SON, YOU RESTORED TO US THE GIFI OF

EVERLASTING LIFE. GRANT THAT LIFE TO:
Recently Deceasedlris Ryan, Alan Rogers, Wally Chan.

Please pray for Gerado Dalbon from our Parish wast week.
Anniversary: Annie HurleyAlso for: Deceased members of tH&WVL.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH: Carlingford Community:
Cecila & Terry Murphy, Slavo & Yulka Medved, MargarFloyd, Barbara Yan.

Epping Community: Betty Scollard, Judith Molloy, Rebecca Molloy.

PARISH LITURGICAL TIMETABLE

CARLINGFORD: EPPING:

MASS TIMES: Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am & 10:00am Sunday: 8am &10am
6pm (2nd Sunday only) 6pm (every Sunday)

Monday 9:30am NO Mass

Tuesday 9:30am 12:15pm

Wednesday 7:00am 9:15am*

Thursday 9:30am* 7:00am (in the Convent)
Friday 9:30am 12:15pm

Saturday 9:15am

*HEALING MASS: Carlingford: 1st Thurs at 10am (no 9:30am Magsgpt January
Epping: 3rd Wed at 10am (no 9:15am Mass) exdaptiary
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays  5:00 —5:30pm (both churches)

ST GERARD MAJELLA 'S CHURCH ROSTER 8™/9™ DECEMBER 2007

ADULT SERVER JUNIOR SERVER READERS
6:00PM Stephaney Lukunic Gabrielle Stove Bev Gibbeson
Gwen llic Nikki Lukunic Joanne Khamis
8:00aM James McMaster Rachel Foster Colleen Condon
Patsy Healy X Mike Cunneen
10:00aMm Ray Dellagiacomo Alex Beckett Christine Howe
Sarah Black Judy Boumansour John Verhagen
Mayliz Boumansour

ALTAR SOCIETY (GP2)

Margaret Harrison, Mary Wilkin, Sandara Gallaghgawn Dover.

COUNTERS (GP 8)

Jim Christie, Peter Sharp, Michael Sharp.

Music

6pm Kit Smith

8am Brian McShane 10am Margaret Ciccarelli

BULLETIN (GP4)

Berneice Hensby, Pauline Scaramella, Kay Scarfe

CHILDREN 'SLITURGY

Elizabeth Anderson, Pam Tapp

MORNING TEA (GP 4)

John & Mary O'Byrne, T Whealey.
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Celebrant: From the earliest times our ancestors have looketh¢ stars in wonder.
Stars have been guides for travellers and explorEngy have given poets and artists
inspiration and to many of us comfort on a darkhig

All: Praise the Lord!
Sun and moon, glittering stars, sing praise, singrpise.

When the celebrant reaches the altar:

Celebrant: Stars have hung in the night sky as a distant ehgk and invitation,
calling to humanity to consider the universe beyood small world. The stars are
silent prophets proclaiming the mystery of the erse.
All: Praise the Lord!

Sun and moon, glittering stars, sing praise, singrpise.

Celebrant: The stars encourage us to explore the mystery of>@a and ourselves.
May these stars be for us a reminder of Jesusl.itji@ of the world and guide on the
way to God.
All: Praise the Lord!
Sun and moon, glittering stars, sing praise, singrpise.
The celebrant places the first star and we ressmging the Entrance Hymn.
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Parish Priest: Father Colin Blayney
After hours sick calls:  Outside Parish Office hours both our office phonenbers
automatically divert to Fr Colin at home. In theest that he ig

unavailable his answering machine will record youessage
However, pls restrict office & routine enquiriesdffice hours.

Parish Office: Parish Secretary: Dennis Porteous
Assistant Parish Secretary (volunteer): Maree Balzulat
Parish Priest’'s Secretary: Susan Bateman

Parish Office, Carlingford branch:

543 North Rocks Rd, Carlingford NSW 2118

Parish Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am — 4:00pm
Phone: 9871 1328 Fax: 9872 3230
E-mail: carlingford@primus.com.au
Parish Office, Epping branch

29 Oxford St (P.O.Box 369, Epping NSW 1710)

Parish Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am — 3:00pm

Phone: 9876 2853 Fax 9868 5413

E-mail: epping@primus.com.au
Parish Pastoral Worker: Pauline Wicks rsj Ph 0418 451 549 (Wed — Fri)

E-mail: ppwcarlepp@primus.com.au

Pastoral Care Assistant: Maree Balzulat
Youth Ministry

Coordinators: Diana Popic PH409 825 317
Sarah Black Ph.0407 065 521
Clavell Lee Ph.0403 619 506
Gemma Watts Ph. C/- Parish Office
Email: carleppyouth@primus.com.au

Sacramental Programme
Coordinators: Lucia Smith(lon maternity leave until mid 2008)

Julie Astalosh Ph0407 255 593

Parish Primary Schools: Principal, St Gerard’s Caringford:
Carmel Turner Ph: 9871 1633
Principal, Our Lady Help of Christians’ Epping:
Kevin Turner Ph. 9868 3322

Convent of Mercy 30 Pembroke St, Epping (cnr Essex ) 9876 4609

The Parish Website(www.eppcarl.org.au
contains a complete directory of all parish grogesyices and activities and downloads

important documents. Alternatively a Parish Infotiora Booklet can be obtained from the

back of both our churches.

Ecumenical Relationships
Both our communities are strongly committed to eenism — the building of relationshif
with our fellow Christian Churches — and at Eppénfprmal covenant has been signed W
the Anglican Parish of Epping and Chester St Ugitihurch (the covenant is on display

the front foyer of the church).
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Jesus turned, saw them following him and ask, “Vénatyou looking for?”(Inl:38)

The next R.C.1.A. meeting for the current year Vvl

held in.: Neighbourhood 6

house of:  Mary & John O’Byrne
212 Ray Road, Epping

on: Thursday 6" December

commencing ar:30pm
Topic: “The Communion of
Saints and Mary.”
Parishioners are most welcome to come along to the
home Gatherings that are held alternately in Epping
and Carlingford Neighbourhoods. For further
information please contact Mary Lyons 9871 2050,
or the Epping Parish Office on 9876 2853.
Please join the candidates, catechumens and team
at this meeting, and welcome those who are seeking
to be part of our community.

We regret that copies ofhe Bridge5" edition were not available after Mass last
Sunday, as advertised in the Bulletin. We hibjpé they will be available after Mass
this weekend. Please take one copy per famihAny spare copies will be made
available in the church porch. Copies of this ieditand previous editions are
accessible on the parish web site: click on ‘e

Atticles for the &' edition should be submitted by 15 March 2008:aitebn the back
page of the Bridge. John Cogley

The whole of Advent is the time for Christmas preparatidPlease make use of the mahy
times for Reconciliation available throughout tbheaming Season. Please note that because
we will then be intensely preparing for our Chriagncelebrations there will be NIJ
celebration of Reconciliation during the last dajsAdvent. The times to share in t
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be:

on the Saturdays of Advent at the usual 5:00 —B180me

The Second Rite of Reconciliationwill be celebrated onVednesday 19th
Decemberat 7:30pm (since Carlingford hosted this celebration in Lentthis occasion i
will be held in Our Lady Help of Christians’ Churdbxford St, Epping)

e

Bishop David Walker and the people of the CathDiiacese of
Broken Bay would like to invite members of all Gitian
Churches in northern Sydney to come together for an
Ecumenical Celebration during the time of Advent in
preparation for Christmas d&pping Catholic Church, 29
Oxford Street, Eppingthis Wednesday ¥ December at
8:00pm. Parking is available in the school grounds atrédas —
accessed via Cambridge St.

Since our parish is hosting this diocesan celebrain this year please
support it by your presence.
Please also bring a plate if you can (please difogt ®arish Hall before the liturgy)

The Season of Advent is a beautiful season of dwrh year, but it can so eas
become dost season — lost amidst the Christmas rush, the Btassparties and th
Christmas shopping. It takes some effort to allbdvent to realize its potential i
our lives as individuals and as a community.
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weekday Massprovides some rich fodder for reflection in théesgon of
Advent Scripture readings, while the Eucharistlitbeings us the daily encounter
with the Lord whose coming we prepare fBarking is available at Carlingford
(entry after 9:15am) in the carpark immediatelyibeéhihe churctand at Epping in
the bitumen drive to the left of the church, aslwaslin front of the church front dooy.

please be part of youNeighbourhood Advent Celebration These
gatherings are a chance to build the bonds of atisip as we begin a new Chur
year by coming together at a Neighbourhood level d&oshort liturgy of praye
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centred around the Advent wreath, followed by apeufpgether. Dates and venyes
are given elsewhere in this bulletin.
Prayer times at home: over the next few weeks we’ll print various praye

celebrations that you can use at home to keep sbthés time of Advent.

=

The Sacrament of Reconciliation provides a forum for reviewing ot
discipleship and preparing for a new beginning asenter another liturgical yeay.
Please see the notice page 14re Reconciliation times in Advent. There will bg a
celebration othe Second Rite of Reconciliatioron Wednesday 19th Decembeat
7:30pmwhich will be held at Our Lady Help of Christiar@hurch at Epping.
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In order to keep the time of Advent as a seasamewf beginnings, and in preparation
for Christmas; please come along to the Neighbamdahadvent Liturgy to spend a
short time in prayer and reflection during thisredcseason.

Ideally please come along to your own Neighbourfoditurgy, but if that's not
possible please feel free to come to any of theniage listed here for either
community.

As the Neighbourhood liturgy does not include te&lbration of Mass this is an ideal
opportunity to invite your neighbours from otherriStian churches to come along to
this evening as well — as time of common prayev@prepare for Christmabkr Colin

Neighbourhood 1 Geoff & Bev Gibbeson38 Gray Spence Crescent, WPH
Tuesday, 11" Dec. at 7:30pm

Neighbourhood 2 Pat & Margaret McArdle5 Hollister Place, Carlingford
Thursday, 6" Dec. at 7:30pm

Neighbourhood 3 Voy & Gwen llic, 77 Lamorna Avenue, Beecroft
Monday, 39 Dec. at 7:30pm

Neighbourhood 4 No home offered — No Neighbourhood Advent Liturgy

Neighbourhood 5 Margaret Hall, 42 Dunrossil Avenue, Carlingford
Tuesday, 4" Dec. at 7:30pm

Neighbourhood 6 Christopher & Patricia Cros&/22 Hills Avenue, Epping
Wednesday, 8 Dec. 7:30pm

Neighbourhood 11 No home offered — No Neighbourhood Advent Liturgy
Neighbourhood 12 No home offered — No Neighbourhood Advent Liturgy

Neighbourhood 13 Ray & Lorna Book8a Kandy Avenue, Epping
Thursday 6" Dec at 7:30pm

Neighbourhood 14 No home offered — No Neighbourhood Advent Liturgy
Neighbourhood 15 No home offered — No Neighbourhood Advent Liturgy

Neighbourhood 16 Michael & Terry-Anne O’Brien, 84 Essex St, Epping
Tuesday, 11" Dec. at 7:30pm

M AP OF PARISH NEIGHBOURHOODS CAN BE FOUND OPPOSITE®

Celebrant: God has brought you out of darknesshis marvellous light.

All: Shine as a light in the world to the gloy of God as Father.
Celebrant: God has called you into the Church.
All: We therefore receive and welcome vioas a member with us of the

body of Christ, as a child of the one heavenly Faér, and as an
inheritor of the kingdom of God.
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Left: Year 3M Class Mass at St
Gerard's last Thursday week.

Right: Year 4SB Class Mass at St
Gerard’s last Friday week.

"Come" and join a supportive, enthusiastic, faitbvgng ministry....become a
catechist or assistant today!

This is a great ministry for parishioners who likerking with children, who like to
share their stories with children, who like todistto children and who want to find out
more about Jesus, the Bible and Religions. Thigasir* opportunity to GROW in
faith and knowledge with the children - a wond#edi journey of GOD discoveries.
The Catechist ministry reaches out to 320 Primduiiden in Epping and 230 High
school children at Cheltenham attending Public stshdt is our privilege and our
responsibility to provide Catholic scripture cles$o these children.

Classes available for 2008: K- Yr 6 and Yr 7-Yr10

Epping Primary: Tuesday at 9:10 — 9:40am, 10:0@8d4m & 10:40-11:20am
Epping West Primary: Tuesday at 11:30 —12:15 an80121:00pm

Epping North Primary Thursday at 9:15 — 9:45am @d& —10:15am

Epping Heights Primary : Friday at 9:19:40 am

Cheltenham High School: Thursday 10:00- 10:45armir(ightly classes)

Please phone (Primary) Felicity Macdonald 9868-5310(High School) Trish

Harrison 9869-2489 or complete the tear off slig hand into the Parish Office ASAP

Please detach and return to either Parish Offiee----------
Catechist or Assistant Catechist

Phone NO: .o
I'm interested in PRIMARY
RELIEF CATECHIST ASSISTANT

HIGH SCHOOL
(Please tick the appropriate box)
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The enrolment period for First Reconciliation has started and closes off 9
December. Our preparation for First Reconciliatdways takes place during Lent, and
next year Lent and Easter are earlier than reasnsyHence the decision was taken
to complete enrolments before ChristmasEnrolment forms are available from both
churches, the parish offices and the parish webBigase read the information sheet
carefully which accompanies the enrolment form aot all the relevant dates in your
diary. Children aged 7 and older may enrol ingaeramental preparation programme.
The decision of when to commence is however atligeretion of parents.

& ! l#& #& (0% '0$
Copies of this letter were distributed recentlyotigh our two Parish Schools and
through the State Schools in our parish. If youldchttends school elsewhere and you
have not received the letter please collect onm ftioe front foyer of either church
today. Alternatively the letter may be found andvdimaded from our parish website
(www.eppcarl.org.auunderthe'Sacraments' link Julie Astalosh

Sacramental Programme Coordinator 0407 255 593

* An invitation for all Epping and Carlingford
Catechists to come together to celebrate MassllabOam on Thursday 13"
Decemberin the Epping Parish Meeting Room (under the dmurélease bring a plate
of food to share for lunch afterwards. All enquriéo Felicity 9868 5701.

Left: At the 10am Mass at Epping last
weekend we saw the gathering of children
from all the schools in the local community:
Our Lady Help of Christians’, Epping
Public, Epping Heights, Epping West and
North Epping Schools.

Right: Within the same Mass we had
special blessing for the members of tt
Catholic Women’s League who, as w
reported in last weekend's bulletin, hav
sadly decided to close their branch.
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First Collection: The income from our First Collection provides tladasy for
the priests who serve parishes, the provision ofifdhe allowance paid to olir
visiting priests and other supportive benefitstfa priests of the diocese, includipg
those who have retired.

You may recall that back in March | reported thiah aneeting for the priests of the
diocese we were told that the fund that this cab@csupports is now in deficit at fa
diocesan level and as a result the priests willreotive their annual increase |in
salary (given to ensure that the allowance keepwitipthe cost of living) neithef
this year nor next at the very least. Some of theerosupportive benefits for the
priests have also been curtailgdiven that the cost of living has in fact increaseq
this amounts to an effective pay cut for priestsThis is rather discouraging
given that the demands on priests are increasing tiaer than decreasing. The
only solution to this would be an increase in thencome from the First
Collection across the diocese.

Immediately after reporting this to you I'm pleadedsay that the First Collection in
both our churches increased significantly for sdime. However it now seems tg

have dropped back to its earlier level. We readed the increase to be a sustaiped

and long-term one.

Second Collection:We have many demands made upon the Second Cafig[ti
which provides all the running costs of our parighparticular thing to note is that
our costs increase by approximately 3% every yge a just employer we ensure
that there is an annual increase in our staff igglan line with the national averagg,
and as the CPI increases so does the cost okeglirtivisions we have to buy for the
parish). So our expenditure has a 3% increase mdedaof it each year Our
collections on the other hand tend to remain, at s, stable. We certainly don’t
experience a 3%increaseé And yet we must if we are not to go backwardshdac
year.

- " $

As I've said before we would go along way to addims both these problems [if
everyone could contribute just one or two dollarerper week every week to eagch
of the two collectionslf you are able to give an even greater increase dbwill of

course be a tremendous help. But if everyone couldst give that one dollar
more per collection per week we would see a sigriéint change in our income
which would be a good and much appreciated thing gen the hard work put in

by so many to make our parish the active communityt is. Of course a gregt
‘thank you’ must go to those who have already dibiee— but if you have not begn
able to do so thus far could we ask that you cemsidhether this was possible.

Fr Colin
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You are invited to join our next Card Evening Briday 14™ Decemberin the

Carlingford Meeting Room commencing at 7:15pm. Kemwers are most welcome.

For more information phone Jan Lyons on 9871 3401

Please join me for lunch on Tuesday"Idecember at 12:30pm, at the Carlingford

Bowling Club, for the last function in our programnfor 2007. Further enquiries to

Lisa on 9872 4555.
All members of both our parish who are 50+ are welame to all activities.

2 # #,,

& & Our Carlingford Christmas Appeal will be held frdims
week the first Sunday of Advent. Yoangoing generosity has allowed many fam
experiencing hardship to enjoy aspects of Christneasvailable to them.

Once again there is the additional request of ysdwide support for conference:
the dioceses of Wilcannia/Forbes and Bathurse S$ociety has found it necessar
match metropolitan conferences with country comfees in NSW due to t
extremes currently experienced in rural areas ddieet prolonged drought conditio
Carlingford 2006 Christmas Appeal forwarded $4,6DBealHill, while maintaining
our normal traditional work. Please try to find soraxtra cash to enable rt
conferences to survive in such difficult times.

Envelopes are available at the rear of the chunchas usual donations over $2
allowable as tax dhrictions. Please include your name and addressatlyrin the
appropriate place and make sure that credit caedislare accurate and complete.

" && Christmas is upon us once again and many peopkitire
struggling to have any cheer at Christmas.

The St Vincent de Paul Society is holding an Appealisual every year. Any money
donated will be of great assistance to people vehe lvery little. Epping has a fine
record of generosity and we ask for yourageration once again.

CARLINGFORD HEALING MASS
- SPECIAL ADVENT CELEBRATION AND PRE-CHRISTMAS L UNCHEON -
The December Healing and Anointing Mass will takecp next Thursday 6"
Decemberat 11:00amr{ote later start than the usual 10amin the Parish Meetin

Room and will be followed by the special pre-Chmias lunch (rather than morni
tea).

(the equivalenEpping celebration will take place on Wednesday 19th Ddyzin

g



Please Support those Supporting Us.

1 4
5
(specifically for
Carols in the Park
which will be held
at Epping
Church of Christ,
27 Bridge Street,
Epping.

It is on Saturday
8" December,
from 8:00 -9:30am

Carols in the Park
will be held on
Sunday
16" December,
Boronia Park,

Epping.

4

Rosary will be
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Shortfall after 2 weeks $6,821

This shortfall has to be made u
from our parish funds.

Thank you to all who ha
contributed for your generosi
However, if you have not yet be
able to mak a contribution, or if yc
are able to make a furtt
contribution to help reduce t
shortfall spare envelopes

available near the bulletin trays

Connecting You
Computer Services

Mobile Computer and Printer Repair
for Home and Business

New Installations
Virus and Spyware Removal
Microsoft Certified 15 year’s experience

Seniors Discount

Phone: John on 0411 585 792
for a free quote and friendly service

7
* 3 4 * 4 1 1 3
* 4 $ A reminder that there is now a 6pm SundayegeMass at St Gerard's
on the second Sunday of each month only This Mass has the focus of being one of
our two monthly Youth Masses (the other one beingttee fourth Sunday of each
month at Epping) — but everyone of all ages is arle.  There continues to be a
Sunday 6pm Mass at Epping chumstery Sundaywhich serves our two communities.

o
My
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S TR The children of our parish are invited to take partthe
Christmas Vigil Mass (7pm Christmas Eve in both rches.
We would like volunteers for many roles includirge tGospel
mime, readings, processions, liturgical dance dmuircWe would also like parent
volunteers to assist during the Mass, with supgred,at the practices.
If you (or your child/ren) would like to take pacould you please return the slip
below to either branch of the Parish Office norl#itan 18' December.

Epping community please call Saral®407 065 521
Carlingford community please call Gemma 0431 33Q.

Any questions?

.- - Please detach and return to either Parish OfficéLﬁ‘(} Decembefr-- ---

Epping / Carlingford churclpigase circle the church you will be attending).

Please order your preferences. Although we tryite gveryone their first preference,
it is not always possible.
Child Child’s Name Age Class

QR WNF-

Roles Child1 | Child2 | Child3 | Child4 | Child5

Gospel Mime

Gospel Procession

Liturgical Dance

Prayers of the Faithful

— Next Saturday 19 Novemberthe

offered for “Vocations” at St Gedta, Carlingford

commencing at 5:40pm just before the 6pm Saturdgil Mass. All mos

welcome!

Presentation of the Gifts

Reading

Please indicate your preference e.g. Gospel MinReading 2, etc. for each child
Parent volunteers:
| am/am not able to assist with the Christmas Wglss.



Email Diana, Sarah and Clavell atrleppyouth@primus.com.au
or call/SMS Diana 0409 825 317 Sarah 0407 06b 52lavell 0403 619 506

BaseJumpers

Thank you to the Basejumpers who came last Fridghyt to our Social Justice night. It
was great to have Year 6 kids come along and jothe fun! Our last night will be on
the 14" December OUR BIG CHRISTMAS PARTY!

All Yr 6 — 9 kids are invited. If you're interestex need a note please give Clavell a
call. It's going to be a great night with Christnaesents fro all and maybe even a
visit from Santa......

This Sunday is a Children’s Mass at St Gerard'slil@dord where primary
school aged children are invited to participatéhim preparation of the Mass.
Sarah and Clavell may be (pending weather) rungamges afterwards for
all the primary aged kids on the grassy area rettie parking area so come
down and join us for some fun!

%4 ##6 + 7 1& / I8

Don’t miss out on your opportunity to encounter itneredible Spirit of WYD amidst the
Broken Bay community.
When? This Sunday? December
Where? Hall — Brigidine College, St. lves **

4pm — 8pm

Focus on World AIDS Day

Guest Speaker Hugh EvaasgR Stations of the

Cross, Stalls, Interactive activities, Ban
Parking in Killeaton Streetemains the same.
All welcome. More infortian www.wydbrokenbay.org.au

**Please note that the venue has changed from CorguChristi Oval,
St Ives, to the Hall, Brigidine College, St Ives. fiis is the to enable
the event to go ahead in case of rain.
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School Reflection Days

As the end of the school year draws near, our Ydlithistry team will be organising a few
special days for our Years 5 and 6 kids at St @&yand Our Lady Help of Christians’.
Term 4 holds four reflection days; Years 5 will sdea day exploring leadership and
electing their future school captains, whilst Yé&awill look back on their last 7 years at
primary school and prepare for high school. If y@w@ young adult or in senior years of
high school and would like to help out during orighese days, please do! These are often
the most fun reflection days during the year.

Please contact Diana if you would like to help autany of the following days. Each day is
from 8:30 am - 1:00 pm.

* Friday 7th December - Year 6 @ St Gerard's

* Tuesday 11th December - Year 6 @ Our Lady Hel@lfistians’

* Thursday 13th December - Year 5 @ Our Lady Hélg@lristians’

* Friday 14th December - Year 5 @ St Gerard's

Hope to have you come join the fun and share thaaries!



