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THE PSALM                                                           Psalm  22:1-6 
 

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD;THERE IS NOTHING I SHALL WA NT. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures   
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 
 

He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness  
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff;  
with these you give me comfort. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia! 
 

LORD, IN JESUS YOUR SON, YOU RESTORED TO US THE GIFT OF 
EVERLASTING LIFE. GRANT THAT LIFE TO:    Recently Deceased:  Eric 
Riordan, George Kain, Mollie Small,   
Please pray for Charles (Dick) Fox of our parish who died last week.  The funeral 
Mass for Dick will be celebrated this Tuesday 15th April at 10:30am at Epping. 
Anniversaries:  Bert Saul, James McEnearney, Frank Pedemont, Edna Harris. Also 
for:  Pedemont, Gallen and O’Sullivan families.            
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH: Carlingford Community:  
Cecila & Terry Murphy, Slavo & Yulka Medved, Henry Hummelstad, Alf Kerr, 
Richard Hain, Dick Van Werdt.  Epping Community:  Rebecca Molloy, Shirley 
Beasley (mother of Christine Crilley).   
ST GERARD MAJELLA ’S CHURCH ROSTER  19TH/20TH  APRIL  2008 
 ADULT SERVER JUNIOR SERVER READERS 
6:00PM Judy Wright Layla Issa Antioch 
 Marie Saul Tony Issa  
8:00AM  Brian Mayhew Rachel Foster Mick Atkins 
 Anne Mayhew Jamie Bolt Carole Wilson 
10:00AM  Anthony Whipps Judy Boumansour Dorothea Ellis 
 Sarah Black Mayliz Boumansour John Leonard 
ALTAR SOCIETY (GP 7) Val Porter, Pauline Wong, Maureen Reed, Pauline Scarmella. 
COUNTERS (GP 3) Frank Dobbie, Betty Dobbie, John Waddell, Chris Paton. 
MUSIC 6pm   Antioch      8am   Brian McShane    10am   Gerry & Bebette Frez. 
BULLETIN (GP 5) Bernadette Lazar, Trish Lucas, Stewart Whitelock, Rebecca Fung, Jane Ryan. 
CHILDREN ’S L ITURGY (  ) School Holidays 
MORNING TEA  (1) Sandra & Laurie McCunnie, Susan Sparkes. 
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  CARLINGFORD: EPPING:  
MASS TIMES:     Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm  Saturday Vigil:  6:00pm 
 Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am Sunday: 8am &10am  
  6pm (2nd Sunday only) 6pm (every Sunday) 
Monday  NO Mass this week NO Mass 
Tuesday   9:30am 12:15pm 
Wednesday  7:00am    9:15am* 
Thursday 9:30am* No Mass in school holidays 
Friday  9:30am   12:15pm 
Saturday      9:15am 
*HEALING MASS: Carlingford: 1st Thurs  at  10am (no 9:30am Mass) except January 
  Epping: 3rd Wed  at  10am (no 9:15am Mass) except January 
EXPOSITION OF THE EUCHARIST 4th Thurs   10:00–10:30am  (Carlingford) 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays       5:00 - 5:30pm  (both churches) 
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‘ 

 

I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.’ 
 

Those words of Jesus in the great tenth chapter of John’s Gospel which reflects on the 
image of the Good Shepherd are very much Easter words: 
 

and they challenge us, 
they challenge us as to whether our words and actions live up to that goal. 

 

And it’s worth reflecting particularly on our words, as they speak of others: 
 

are they the truth, or half-truths? the parts of the truth that suit our purpose, our 
polemic, our bandwagon?; words that tear down others without reference to their 
reputation; without reference to the Gospel imperative of justice and of love?  

 

if our words and actions, 
both individually and as a Church, 
fail to bring life, life to the full, to others; 
or worse, if they positively crush that life, 
then we are not an Easter people. 

Fr Colin 
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Parish Priest: Fr Colin Blayney    Priest-in residence:  Fr David Ranson 
After hours sick calls: Outside office hours both office phones divert to Fr Colin at 

home.  In the event that he is unavailable his answering machine 
will record your message.  However, pls restrict office & routine 
enquiries to office hours. 

Parish Office:   Parish Secretary:   Dennis Porteous 
   Assistant Parish Secretary (volunteer):   Maree Balzulat 
   Parish Priest’s Secretary:  Susan Bateman 
   Parish Office, Carlingford branch:  
   543 North Rocks Rd, Carlingford NSW 2118 
   Ph: 98711328 Fx: 9872 3230 Eml: carlingford@primus.com.au 
   Parish Office, Epping branch:  
 29 Oxford St (P.O.Box 369, Epping NSW 1710) 
 Ph: 9876 2853  Fx:  9868 5413  Email: epping@primus.com.au 
Parish Pastoral Worker: Pauline Wicks rsj Ph. 0418 451 549  (Wed – Fri) 
   E-mail:    ppwcarlepp@primus.com.au 
Pastoral Care Assistant: Maree Balzulat 
Youth Ministry:               Position vacant at present 
Sacramental Programme 
                  Coordinators: Lucia Smith (on maternity leave until mid 2008) 
  Julie Astalosh    Ph. 0407 255 593 
Parish Primary Schools: Principal, St Gerard’s Carlingford:  
   Ann Milling  Ph:  9871 1633 
   Principal, Our Lady Help of Christians’ Epping:          
   Kevin Turner   Ph. 9868 3322 
Convent of Mercy 30 Pembroke St, Epping (cnr Essex St) Ph. 9876 4609 
 

The Parish Website (www.eppcarl.org.au) 
contains a complete directory of parish life & downloads of important documents. 
Alternatively Parish Information Booklets are available at the back of both our churches. 

Ecumenical Relationships 
Both our communities are strongly committed to ecumenism – the building of relationships 
with our fellow Christian Churches – and at Epping a formal covenant has been signed with 
the Anglican Parish of Epping and Chester St Uniting Church. 
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Parish Office hours: Carlingford: 9-12 9-4 Closed 9-4 9-12 
 Epping: 9-4 9-12 9-4 Closed 9-4 
Who to contact?  
For baptisms, finances, bulletin, rosters:   Maree – at Epping 
For appointments with Fr Colin, weddings, house blessings: Susan – at Carlingford 
For funerals, Communion at home, pastoral needs:    Sr Pauline  
For youth group, young adults, Children’s and Youth Mass Youth Min. Coordinator 
For First Reconciliation, Confirmation & First Communion Sac. Prog Coordinators 
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BRANCHES – COMMENCING TUESDAY 22ND APRIL , 6:30PM 
Branches is a ten week course (1 night per week) for young adults interested in 
exploring Christianity from a Catholic perspective. Each night will involve a dinner, 
followed by a talk and then breaking into small discussion groups. St Patrick’s Church 
Crypt, 20 Grosvenor Street, Sydney (near Circular Quay). For more information to to 
www.stpatschurchhill.org/youngadults or contract Pat Kervin on 9247 3525.  

����
 

 
 
 

Please support those supporting us 
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a large range of opportunities for enriching, nurturing and developing our faith during 
the year.  Our full parish adult faith education programme is given on page 6 of this 
bulletin.   It can also be downloaded from the parish website (www.eppcarl.org.au) by 
clicking on ‘Activities’ and going to ‘Adult Education’. 
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So far we have received: 
 This year 2007 2006 2005 
Carlingford   $11,362         $  9,768    $  9,483     $10,357 
Epping   $12,482         $11,167    $10,034     $  9,448
  
 
Please return all boxes and envelopes as soon as possible. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Starting THIS week there will be a small but significant change to our Parish Office 
hours. I have been increasingly concerned at the increasing demands placed upon our 
parish staff. We are blessed with a wonderful staff who all work above and beyond the 
call of duty. One of the difficulties that leads to extra stress and overwork is that, in 
addition to attending to work already in progress, the staff are maintaining two full-
time offices within our parish – which necessitates being constantly available to attend 
to phone calls and the door at both locations. 
 

As a result we are going to stagger our office hours a little.   One of our two offices will 
always be open and available to deal with parishioner enquiries from Monday to Friday 
from 9.00am to 4.00pm. However there will be times during the course of the week 
when one or the other office will be closed to allow staff to work uninterrupted on tasks 
that need to be completed. The schedule of office hours will be published every week 
in the bulletin at the bottom of page 2.   Please check the office hours for the respective 
branch of the Parish Office carefully before calling at the office or making a call.   This 
will greatly assist our parish staff. 
 

Also, in that section at the bottom of p.2 we will have a quick summary of who is the 
best person on the parish staff to contact with regard to some of the more frequent 
issues dealt with by the Parish Office.  We hope that this might help you to locate the 
person you need to speak to more easily. 
 

All of this information will also be available on the parish website. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this. It will help us to continue to serve the parish 
while maintaining a more reasonable work regime for our staff. 

Fr Colin 
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As a way of offering some on-going reflection for the Easter Season each week we’ll 
re-print one of the homilies Fr David Ranson and Fr Colin gave over the Easter 
Triduum in our two communities.  This week we have Fr David’s homily on Good 
Friday (given at Carlingford): 

 

One of the great privileges of my life was for several years to be chaplain at St 
Vincent’s Hospital in Melbourne.  As you would know all too well, hospitals are 
extraordinary places where we confront our humanity, often both at its most painful 
and yet, at other times, at its most delightful moments. 
 

It would be particularly difficult to be with someone who had just received the 
traumatic diagnosis of an inoperable cancer.  It would be very difficult to speak of a 
God of love at such times.  It could not be a time for cheap religious clichés.  Nor, 
could it be a time to promise a false, and naïve, hope that if one had enough faith, 
healing might come.  The prognosis would be such that healing was not likely. 
 

At such a time, I found it was a sacred duty to give people space for the full weight of 
their questions – questions that resisted any answer. 
 

Though we, ourselves, may not face a desperate prognosis, each of us discovers 
questions rising in our hearts that resist their answer: questions about the nature of our 
relationships, about our children, about our future.   
 

What are we given in reply to such ardent questions that rise in our hearts, and lead us 
into an inescapable suffering? As Christians, we are given one answer: the image of 
Christ on the cross. We are given in response to the suffering of our hearts, the image 
of a suffering God. 
 

I recall very vividly, one young lady, diagnosed with cancer, saying, rightly, to me, 
“What good could a suffering God be to me?  I don’t need a weak God, I need a God 
who can take me out of what I am experiencing.” 
 

Yet, a suffering God, depicted hanging on a crucifix, hanging in her room was all that I 
could offer her.  A South American writer, Juan Arias, once wrote in his own attempt 
to respond with such poverty: 
 

My God is not a God who is hard, unreachable, insensible, stoical, incapable 
of suffering 
My God is weak. 
He is a member of my race, and I of his. 
My God experienced human joy, friendship, the delights of earth and 
everything in it. 
My God was hungry, tired and sleepy.  My God felt things. 
My God was nursed at the breast of his mother and felt and drank in all the 
tenderness of a woman. 
My God loved everything human:  things and men, bread and wine, saints and 
sinners.       
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2008 Enrolment information for the two parish schools is as 
follows: 
 

St Gerard’s Catholic Primary School, Carlingford 
 
Enrolments close on: Friday 30th May 2008 
 

Application forms are available from the  
School Office.  
Phone: 9871 1633 
 

Principal: Mrs Ann Milling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians’ Catholic Primary School, 
Epping 
 
Enrolments close on: Friday 30th May 2008 
 

Application forms are available from the  
School Office.  
Phone: 9868 3322 
 

Principal: Mr Kevin Turner 
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My God was a man of his time.  He dressed like everyone else. He spoke the 
language of his native land.  He worked with his hands. 
He died young because he was sincere.  They killed him because in their eyes, 
he was betraying the truth. 
But my God died without hating anyone. He died excusing his killers which is 
even greater than forgiving them. 
My God is weak but he conquered death and from his hands sprang a new 
flower – the Resurrection. 
So many people find it hard to accept my weak God, my God who weeps, my 
God who does not defend himself. 
It is hard for them to accept my God, abandoned by God;  
My God who had to die in order to triumph;  
My God who made a thief, a criminal, the first canonized saint of his Church 
My young God who died accused of being a political agitator. 
It is difficult to accept my weak God 
My God who suffered the sting of temptation 
My God who sweated blood before accepting his Father’s will. 
My weak God is difficult to accept for those who go on dreaming of a God 
who is not like them. 
In fact you cannot understand my God at all unless you understand love. 

 
What good can a suffering and weak God be to me, in the midst of the suffering 
questions that rise in our hearts?  Following the theme of Arias’ poem, I have been 
helped by this little saying which I first learnt from the Australian Jesuit priest, Pat 
O’Sullivan.  He taught me this: 
 

Where power meets power there you have alienation; 
Where power meets vulnerability there you have oppression; 
Where vulnerability meets vulnerability there you have intimacy. 

 

In a crucified, suffering, weak God we are given intimacy:  its power and potential.  In 
the midst of the questions that rise in our hearts, that resist their answer, and which 
brings us into a certain suffering, we know that we are not alone. Someone suffers with 
us. In Christ on the Cross, God suffers with us. 
 

In the divine companionship that is offered us, the companionship that comes when 
vulnerability meets vulnerability, we find the strength to be able to love even in the 
midst of our suffering and darkness, and not to become bitter in spite of our pain and 
suffering. 
 

Today, we celebrate the passion with which we are loved by God, a passion that is 
willing to suffer with us, and thus gift us with intimacy. In that intimacy, we are given 
the courage to live with our questions, and to wait for the unexpected answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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“STUFF” and “COLLECTIONS” – yes, we all have them, don’t we!  Where is the 
“stuff” or “collections” of our old school ---- uniforms (whole or part), awards, 
certificates, reports (good and bad), essays, records of any type --- they all tell a story 
of your, your children(‘s), grand-children(‘s) days at Our Lady Help of Christians’ 
Primary School.  Do you have anything in the attic or the cellar that you have forgotten 
about, or have meant to discard?  Now is the time to share it with others at our 
memorabilia display. We will take good care of it and return it to you at the end of the 
day.  Please contact either Elizabeth Barton, 9868-2451or Catherine Hnidec, 9876-
5146. 
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They thought it was all over. “We had hoped,” they said, “that he was the one to set 
Israel free.” Had hoped. Hoped no more. 
So, they had left the community, the friends and companions who had been through the 
past dreadful week with them, and set out for Emmaus. Heavy of heart, they walked 
along, talking about the recent events. The women’s story about seeing angels at the 
empty tomb and being told by them that Jesus was alive, what were they to make of 
that? In troubled times the imagination can play dangerous tricks on people. No, better 
to face the facts and not hang on to impossible dreams: Jesus, their great hope, was 
dead. 
 

As they trudged along dejectedly they were joined by a stranger who, unbelievably, 
seemed not to know what dreadful things had happened over the past few days in 
Jerusalem. He asks them to tell the story and they pour it all out on him. “We had 
hoped…” And walking along the road with them he listens to their outpourings. But, 
far from agreeing with them, he catches their story and turns it on its head. “You 
foolish men!” As he talked, drawing from the scriptures, a new hope burned within 
them as they drank in his words. 
 

Stranger though he was, they wanted to hang on to him, to keep listening to him speak. 
They prevailed on him to have a bite to eat with them, because, they said, “The day is 
almost over.” 
 

It was only then, when this man took the bread and blessed it and offered it to them, 
that they recognised Jesus. And at that moment of recognition, “He had vanished from 
their sight.” 
 

How often are we plodding along on our journey through life, half-believing, doubting, 
down-hearted. We really thought that if we prayed and tried to be faithful, life would 
get better. But, for many of us, things seem to get worse and we wonder if there is a 
God at all. Why does it all seem so vague and meaningless at times? 
 

Just as the Lord joined the two men when they were at a low ebb so does he walk with 
us in our dark moments. Like the disciples, we too can fail to recognise his presence. 
 

But God, in his kindness, accepts us just as we are. Even if we are bitter in our 
disillusionment, or angry and feeling totally let down by him, he loves us and walks 
with and waits with us. It is a mistake to think we only meet God in ‘holy’ places, in 
church or at prayer. He is in ‘the bits and pieces of our lives, even when they seem 
worthless. 
 

The story of the journey to Emmaus is our story. The Lord walks the road of our life 
with us, listening to our story and drawing us to hear his word. When we make space 
within the joy of his presence He will make our hearts burn with love, just as it did 
those two wayfarers. And, like them, we too will want to set our to tell everyone that, 
“Yes, it’s true! Jesus is risen from the dead!” 

The Far East October 2007 Vol. 89, No 9 
 

�������������	������
���
�������
���

�

Like the Church itself, Religious Communities and 
monasticism are in decline. Do they have a future? 
 
 

What do they have to offer in a post-modern culture? 
 

Do they represent a false trail for Christianity? 
 

Are there “fresh expressions” of monasticism for 
today? 
 

These are questions which Bishop Graeme 
Rutherford, Assistant Bishop in the Anglican Diocese 
of  Newcastle will address in a lecture entitled: 
 
 

“A new monasticism for the 21st Century” 
 

Where: Bateau Bay Anglican Church 
Crn Brooke Ave and Eastern Rd, Bateau Bay 
When: 4.30pm on Sunday, April 27. 
 
 

The Respondent to the lecture will be Sr June Flynn 
RSJ. 
 

There is no charge for this event but a donation for 
the work of the Little Brothers of St Francis, a small 
community of Anglican Brothers at Tabulum in 
North West NSW, would be appreciated. 
 

All Are Welcome! 
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� 0000     The Diocesan Ecumenical 
Commission of Broken Bay Diocese has organised for Rev. Jonathan Inkpin, Executive 
Secretary of the NSW Ecumenical Council to address this topic this coming Saturday 
19th April  commencing with morning tea at 9.45am for a 10.00am start for a 12.30pm 
finish. The venue will be the Parish Hall at our newly inaugurated Cathedral of Our 
Lady of the Rosary at Waitara (23 Yardley Avenue) – parking available on site or just a 
short walk from Waitara Station.  
 

The session will look at both the positive steps towards unity that have taken place 
between the Churches, the current state of official dialogue the difficulties and set-
backs that ecumenism faces and the practical opportunities for the Churches to 
collaborate ecumenically. Please come along to this important opportunity to deepen 
our understanding of the current ecumenical movement.  
�
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Wednesday 30th April   at 7.30 pm at Canterbury Racecourse on the occasion of the 100th 
anniversary of the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity.  
Speakers: Rev Prof James Haire and Bishop Mark Coleridge (Canberra).  Contact Kathy 
Moroney for details: (02) 9299 2215 kmoroney@ncca.org,au  
$80 per person. RSVP: 23 April 2008. Send cheque to NSW Ecumenical Council, Locked 
Bag 199, Sydney 1230  Your support is important for the effective functioning of the 
Ecumenical Council. 
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Our Diocese of Broken Bay has been very fortunate (read popular!) to receive offers 
from two female German young adults wishing to work on preparation programs and 
general administration in the lead up to World Youth Day. We welcome their generous 
offers!! We are hoping to reciprocate their offer and find them a home for approx. 5 
months each (separately or together) with a generous parishioner. If you could assist or 
would like further information please phone Pat Nadwie on 9847 0442. Thanks very 
much!  
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An advance notice that our next combined Ecumenical Liturgy 
involving our parish will be in the week following Pentecost  
 

on  Thursday 15th May at 7:45pm 
at Chester St Uniting Church in Epping, 

with Rev. Rick Dacey from West Epping Uniting Church as the 
preacher. 

 
We will also celebrate our annual renewal and re-affirmation of 

our local Covenant at this celebration. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 





 ������������������������ ��� � 
������
������
������
������ ��� � ������������   Our monthly Healing Mass will take 
place this Wednesday, 16th April at 10:00am (no 9:15am Mass that 
day) and will be followed by morning tea in the Parish Meeting 
Room . (Margaret Dekker & team) 
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You are invited to join our next Card Evening on Friday, 25th April in the Carlingford 
Meeting Room commencing at 7:15pm.  Newcomers are most welcome! For more 
information phone Jan Lyons  on  9871 3401. 
 

All members of both Carlingford and Epping communities who are 50+ are 
welcome to all activities. 

 
 
 
 
 

��� � 	�	�	� 	� ��� � ������������       Please note that there will be no 9:30am Mass at Carlingford this 
Monday 14th April  due to Fr Richard’s unavailability that day. 
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Loving Father you call each one of us by name and ask us to follow you. Bless your 
church by raising up dedicated and generous leaders from our families and friends who 
will serve your people as priests, brothers and sisters.        Lord, hear our prayer. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD       HOME  
 

This year we will once again have a home Mass in each Neighbourhood of our parish. 
 

Please make it a priority to be at your Neighbourhood’s Home Mass.  Fr David Ranson 
and I will share in leading the celebration of these Masses. 
 

The reasons that I’d ask you to make being there a priority are: 
 

a.   this is our chance to move around and visit everyone in the parish.  But it takes ‘two 
to tango’ – we need you to come along so that we can gather in these smaller, more  
The Dates: 
 
Neighbourhood 1 Wednesday 23rd April  at 8:00pm 
   at the home of Maureen & Tony Vierboom 

98 Eaton Road,  West Pennant Hills 
Neighbourhood 2 Thursday 24th April at 8:00pm 

at the home of Pat & Margaret McArdle, 
   5 Hollister Pl, Carlingford 
Neighbourhood 3 Wednesday 7th May at 8:00pm  
Neighbourhood 4 Thursday 8th May at 8:00pm 
Neighbourhood 5 Thursday 22nd May at 8:00pm 
Neighbourhood 6 Thursday 29th May at 8:00pm 
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MASSES  2008 
 

intimate community gatherings. 
 

b.  These gatherings provide an opportunity for renewing and deepening the 
community bonds within our parish. 
 

c.  At the heart of the gathering is the celebration of the Eucharist – which brings us 
into union with Jesus, the centre of our life as disciples.  If we’re serious about being a 
community of disciples please don’t miss this opportunity to build our relationship with 
each other in the Lord.     Fr Colin 
 
 
Neighbourhood 7 Wednesday 30th April  at 8:00pm 
   Venue needed 
Neighbourhood 8 Thursday 1st May at 8:00pm 

at the home of Brian & Carolyn Moir 
33 Callistemon Close, North Epping 

Neighbourhood 9 Tuesday 13th May at 8:00pm 
Neighbourhood 10 Monday 19th May at 8:00pm 
Neighbourhood 11 Wednesday 11th June at 8:00pm 
Neighbourhood 12 Thursday 12th June at 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 

MAP OF OUR 
PARISH 

NEIGHBOURHOODS  

 

Venues: 
 

We now have homes for 
Masses in Neighbourhoods 
1,  2,  3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 12. 
 

We still need homes for 
Neighbourhoods 7,  10  and 
11.    If you can help please 
ring the Parish Office or fill 
in the sheet at the back of 
either of our churches. 
 

For reasons of space in the 
bulletin we will only 
publish the venues for the 
immediately coming 
Masses – adding further 
venue information as the 
dates draw near. 


