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THE PSALM                                                           Psalm 32:4-5, 18-20,22   
 

LORD, LET YOUR MERCY BE ON US, AS WE PLACE OUR TRUST IN YOU. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted.    
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
as we place all our hope in you. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
From the shining cloud The Father’s voice is heard: 
This is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 

LORD, IN JESUS YOUR SON, YOU RESTORED TO US THE GIFT OF 
EVERLASTING LIFE. GRANT THAT LIFE TO:   Recently De ceased:  Michael 
Nolan. Anniversaries: Lorna McEnearney, John Atkins,   Also for:    Tony Houghton          
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:  Carlingford Community:  
Cecila & Terry Murphy, Slavo & Yulka Medved, Michael Scaramella (cousin of 
Pauline Scarmella), Tony Houghton, Terry Nichol. Epping Community: Judith 
Molloy, Rebecca Molloy, Eric Riordan, Loretta Steuerwald (sister of Cyril 
Tumminello), John Day.  
 

ST GERARD MAJELLA ’S CHURCH ROSTER  23RD/24TH FEBRUARY 2008 
 ADULT SERVER JUNIOR SERVER READERS 
6:OOPM John Lyons Zachary Honeywell Selena Arain 
 Mary Lyons Rebecca Koelmeyer Elizabeth Austin 
  Jonathon Maait Jan Brownette 
8:00AM  James McMaster Daniel Walsh Mike Cunneen 
 Gordon Floyd Chris Walsh Christine Howe 
10:00AM  Brian Ogle Judy Boumansour John Verhagen 
 Ted Stone Mayliz Boumansour  
  Lauren Chang  
ALTAR SOCIETY (GP 6) Lyn Jenkins, Frances Steele, Glenys Hendry, Lisa Lechucki, Carmel Breen. 
COUNTERS (GP 7) Max Lucas, Paul di Palma, Mike Cunneen, Judy Horne. 
MUSIC 6pm   Kit Smith       8am   Brian McShane    10am  Kim Laporte 
BULLETIN (GP 7) Carmel Breen, Trish Cross, Sylvia Abboud, Dolores Pearse, Joan Gurr. 
CHILDREN ’S L ITURGY (6) Nicola Azzopardi, Daniela Azzopardi, Michelle Schaafsmar. 
MORNING TEA  (4) Lisa & Michael Taylor. 
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PARISH LITURGICAL TIMETABLE 

 
 

  CARLINGFORD: EPPING:  
MASS TIMES:     Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm  Saturday Vigil:  6:00pm 
 Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am Sunday: 8am &10am  
  6pm (2nd Sunday only) 6pm (every Sunday) 
Monday  9:30am NO Mass 
Tuesday   9:30am 12:15pm 
Wednesday   7:00am    9:15am *  
Thursday 9:30am*   7:00am (Convent - see p. 2) 
Friday  9:30am      7:00am  (������������ ���� - see p. 3) 
   12:15pm  
Saturday No Mass   9:15am 
*HEALING MASS: Carlingford: 1st Thurs  at  10am (no 9:30am Mass) except January 
  Epping: 3rd Wed  at  10am (no 9:15am Mass) except January 
EXPOSITION OF THE EUCHARIST 4th Thurs   10:00–10:30am  (Carlingford) 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays       5:00 -  5:30pm  (both churches)  
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Transfiguration .  
 
The Second Sunday in Lent always presents us with the account of the Transfiguration 

of Jesus. 
 

Why?   Because of its appropriateness to Lent – the Scriptures see the Transfiguration 
as a foretaste of the resurrection,  a glimpse of Easter as it were. 
 

Which means that its message for our lives is to challenge us to look for the 
glimpses of Easter in the everyday of our own lives: 

 
where do we see God’s life and love appearing in human lives and actions? 
 

And even more importantly how am I a glimpse of Easter for others in the way I live 
my life, speak to and about others, act as a minister of compassion and love? 
 

As this Lent unfolds 
can we work to become more attentive to the glimpses of Easter in life? 

can we work to become, for others, glimpses of Easter ourselves?    Fr Colin 
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 Parish Priest:  Father Colin Blayney 
After hours sick calls: Outside Parish Office hours both our office phone numbers 

automatically divert to Fr Colin at home.  In the event that he is 
unavailable his answering machine will record your message.  
However, pls restrict office & routine enquiries to office hours. 

Parish Office:   Parish Secretary:   Dennis Porteous 
   Assistant Parish Secretary (volunteer):   Maree Balzulat 
   Parish Priest’s Secretary:  Susan Bateman 
   Parish Office, Carlingford branch:  
   543 North Rocks Rd, Carlingford NSW 2118 
   Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 4:00pm 
   Phone:  9871 1328     Fax:   9872 3230    
   E-mail:    carlingford@primus.com.au 
   Parish Office, Epping branch:  
 29 Oxford St (P.O.Box 369, Epping NSW 1710) 
 Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 3:00pm  
 Phone:  9876 2853     Fax:  9868 5413    
   E-mail:    epping@primus.com.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Worker: Pauline Wicks rsj Ph. 0418 451 549  (Wed – Fri) 
   E-mail:    ppwcarlepp@primus.com.au 
Pastoral Care Assistant: Maree Balzulat 
Youth Ministry  
                 Coordinators:  Sarah Black  Ph. 0407 065 521 
 Email:  carleppyouth@primus.com.au 
Sacramental Programme 
                  Coordinators: Lucia Smith (on maternity leave until mid 2008) 
  Julie Astalosh    Ph. 0407 255 593 
Parish Primary Schools: Principal, St Gerard’s Carlingford:  
   Ann Milling  Ph:  9871 1633 
   Principal, Our Lady Help of Christians’ Epping:          
   Kevin Turner   Ph.  9868 3322 
Convent of Mercy 30 Pembroke St, Epping (cnr Essex St) Ph. 9876 4609 
 

The Parish Website (www.eppcarl.org.au) 
contains a complete directory of all parish groups, services and activities and downloads of 
important documents. Alternatively a Parish Information Booklet can be obtained from the 
back of both our churches. 

Ecumenical Relationships 
Both our communities are strongly committed to ecumenism – the building of relationships 
with our fellow Christian Churches – and at Epping a formal covenant has been signed with 
the Anglican Parish of Epping and Chester St Uniting Church (the covenant is on display in 
the front foyer of the church). 
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You are invited to join our next Card Evening on Friday, 22nd February in the Parish 
Meeting Room commencing at 7:15pm.  Newcomers are most welcome! For more 
information phone Jan Lyons  on  9871 3401. 
 

Come and join us for Bingo each Wednesday at 10am until 12noon at the Panthers 
Bowling Club, Mountain Street, Epping. Cost $5 includes morning tea. Good prizes. 
����

Please join us for Morning Tea in the garden at Marie Saul’s place on Thursday 28th 
February at 10:30am. If you are coming please phone Marie by Monday 25th February 
on 9871 2770. 
All members of both Carlingford and Epping communities who are 50+ are 
welcome to all activities. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Our first Lenten Ecumenical 
Service took  place last Tuesday at 
Chester St Uniting Church. 
 
See page 4 for the details of this 
week’s Service. 
 
Please be part of these 
opportunities to make Lent a time 
of building relationships with our 
fellow Churches. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

A new opportunity  
for women to gather, share a cuppa 
& be enriched by some food for thought: 
 
 

���� ������������������������ ���� ��	��	��	��	 ����
Our first speaker at Brunch Plus (a new three monthly gathering for women sponsored 
by St Alban’s and St Aidan’s Anglican Churches) will be Nooria Mehraby who was a 
medical practitioner in Afghanistan, then a refugee. She now works as a counsellor 
with NSW Service for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture & Trauma 
Survivors (STARTTS). 
 

We will meet in St. Aidan’s Hall, Downing Street, West Epping at 10:00am – 11:30am, 
Saturday 23rd February. Cost $5 for Brunch. All women welcome. 

 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

�������� ������������ ���� �������������������� ����     The November 2007 issue of our parish magazine ‘The Bridge’ is 
now on the website under the ‘Bulletins’ link on the home page. 
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On Wednesday 2nd April at 7.45pm there will be an historic liturgy in which 
Bishop David Walker, Bishop Michael Malone (Catholic Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle) and Bishops Brian Farran and Graeme Rutherford (Anglican 
Diocese of Newcastle) will sign an interdiocesan covenant, committing our two 
Churches in the region covered by our three dioceses  
to collaboration in a range of pastoral and liturgical initiatives. It is a 
very significant step in building the bonds of Christian unity in our part 
of the world.  

 

The celebration will take place in the 
beautiful Christchurch Cathedral (cnr 
Newcomen St and Church St, Newcastle). 
The Cathedral is just up the hill from 
Newcastle station. For those who would 
prefer not to drive our diocese will be  
organising free buses – information 
regarding signing up for these will be 
available in  the bulletin  next week. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Holy God of Wisdom, as your Son Jesus sat among the wise elders of his day, so may 
all your children find places and spaces for growth and education. May they listen and 
learn from the good things of the past, may they question and challenge the destructive 

ways of the present, and may they find hope and healing for the future.  
In the power of the One who is our Advocate and Guide.  Amen 

(from the NSW Ecumenical Council) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our friends in the 
Anglican Church want 
to invite all the women 
in our parish to join in.: 
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· please support the work of Caritas Australia, our Church’s aid and development 
agency, by taking a Project Compassion box and/or set of envelopes.   Project 
Compassion is a wonderful way to turn our Lenten self-denial into Lenten giving. 
· Please be part of our  shared Ecumenical Lenten Celebrations on the 
Tuesday evenings of Lent.   
· please come along to weekday Mass during the time of Lent 
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   Please be part of these important Lenten gatherings.  Fr Colin 
 

Date: Location:  Preacher: 
 

THIS WEEK : 
 

 Tues 19th Feb   St Alban’s Anglican Church  Rev. Phil Waugh 
                         (From Carlingford Baptist Church 
COMING WEEKS : 
 

)                                         
Tues 26th Feb   West Epping Uniting Church    Rev. Colin Blayney    
Tues 4th   Mar  Our Lady Help of Christians’   Uniting Church Preacher 
                          Catholic Church, Epping   
Tues 11 th Mar  Carlingford Baptist Church      Rev. Rick Dacey  
    (From West Epping U/C)  

Each Liturgy commences at 7.45pm and will be followed by supper 
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Friday: Feast, The Chair of St. Peter, apostle 
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During this Lent we will have an additional 7:00am Mass on Fridays at 
Epping (the 12:15 Mass will continue as usual). 
 

That means that for Lent we will have three 7am Masses – Wed, Thurs & 
Fri (see front page) – why not come along on your way to school, work or 
uni? 
 

(The church will open at 6:45am). 
 

Mass is finished well in time to catch the 7:35am train to the city. 
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· Centenary of Our Lady Help 
of Christians’ School: 

 

This year our Parish School at Epping 
celebrates its Centenary and there will be 
major celebrations on Sunday 25th May. 
The celebrations will begin with 10.00am 
Mass which will be led by Bishop David 
Walker and will be followed by other 
activities in the grounds. Please keep this 
date free. 
· Parish Pilgrimage: 
 

Following on from our wonderful day 
together when we celebrated the 
formation of our new parish this year we 
will have the opportunity to come 
together for a parish pilgrimage to the 
burial place of blessed Mary MacKillop 
in North Sydney. This will take place on 
Sunday 3rd August. We will begin with 
a picnic lunch in Hyde Park around 
midday followed by our pilgrimage walk 
from St Mary’s Cathedral through the city 
and over the Harbour Bridge to the chapel 
of Mary MacKillop in North Sydney 
where we will have Mass at 3.30pm. 
More details will follow of course but 
please keep this date free. 
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Antioch would like to sincerely 
thank the entire parish for all their 
help and prayers on our Antioch 
Outreach Weekend, which took 
place last week on the 8th, 9th & 
10th February. We had an amazing 
and enriching experience, and it 
could not have happened without 
the Parish’s support. So a huge 
thank you goes to Father Colin for 
celebrating our two Masses and 
the  Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
the St Gerard’s school community 
for the use of the school facilities, 
those who donated food, our Sleep 
Group hosts, those who helped in 
the kitchen, those who attended 
and supported our Sunday Antioch 
Mass, those who prayed for us, 
and the five Priests who celebrated 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
with us. You all truly showed us 
the love of God. 
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� ����	�	�	�	� 				 ��������������������������	 ��	��	��	   A reminder that our weekly 
time of reflection on the coming Sunday’s Scriptures will take place this coming
Thursday, 28th February at Carlingford  and will commence immediately following 
the 9:30am Mass, in the Parish Conference Room (concluding at 10:30am). All 
welcome!  Please note that in future there will be no Scripture Reflection at Epping  
due to the lack of attendance. 
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����      Clavell Lee has now wound up his time as one of 
Youth Ministry Coordinators due to increased university commitments this year.   We 
will have a farewell blessing for Clavell: 

· at Epping                at the 6pm Mass            on Sunday 2nd March 
· at Carlingford         at the 6pm Mass            on Sunday 9th March 
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well as the timetable for the celebration of Easter can now be found on our parish 
website (www.eppcarl.org.au) by clicking the link ‘Lent and Easter’ on the homepage. 
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		   Our monthly Healing Mass will take 
place this Wednesday  20th February at 10:00am (no 9:15am Mass 
that day) and will be followed by morning tea in the Parish Meeting 
Room .  
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��     Our next practice will take place on Tuesday 19th 
February at 7:30pm in St Gerard’s Church. Enquiries to Kit Smith on 9869 2990 or 
email kitsmith@bigpond.net.au.    
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At Carlingford we are very grateful to Fred Saad who very generously helps to keep the 
church beautifully neat and tidy by organising the hymn books after our celebrations 
and collecting unused bulletins, envelopes and pencils for special appeals such as the 
Charitable Works Fund etc.  
 

It would be great if we had one or two people at Epping, who would likewise help 
to keep our other parish church there in good order – ideally one person could tidy the 
hymn books and/or put out envelopes and pencils as required sometime on Saturday 
while another person might give the church a freshen up after the 10am Mass on 
Sunday, and another after the final 6pm Mass on Sunday night. 
 

If you would be happy to help do this, or be part of small team of people who would 
take a turn could you please contact the Parish Office as soon as possible by phone or 
email or return the tear-off slip below. 
 
----� -----Please detach and return to either branch of the Parish Office-----� ------ 
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Name:………………………………………………………………………. 
Address:……………………………………………………………………. 
Contact No:…………………………Email:……………………………….�
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at West Epping Uniting Church, Cnr Orchard Street & 
Carlingford Road, on Wednesday, 27th February, 10.30 am  
(an initiative of the lay communities of W. Epping Uniting, 

Carlingford Baptist, St Aidan’s Anglican & St Gerard’s Catholic churches) 
 

Having a cuppa together has proven to be an enjoyable way of getting to know each 
other better and have a bit of fun at the same time.  Please bring a small plate if that’s 
easy, but more importantly bring that beautiful ecumenical spirit. If you would like to 
come, or you need a lift, please phone Lorraine Lobsey 9872 4005, Judy Wright 9871 
2611 or John Leonard 9871 2613. 
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   For the second year we will gather together with the community 
from St Alban’s Anglican Church and Chester St Uniting Church for 
A COMMON BLESSING OF PALMS  for our principal Sunday 
morning celebration of Palm Sunday (10am) and that we will then 
process to our individual churches for our own liturgies.   
   The arrangements will be that we will gather for the blessing of 
palms in the grounds of St Alban’s Church from which we will then 
move with our blessed palms to our own church for the celebration 
of Mass (palms will only be available at the blessing – there will be 
no palms available at our church for that Mass).   
   Members of the St Gerard’s community who would like to be part of this ecumenical 
entry into Holy Week are of course welcome to come to Epping that day. 
   Palm Sunday is the threshold to Holy Week and this gathering will give us a 
wonderful opportunity to come together to begin that most sacred time of our common 
Church year.              Father Colin 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION AND LENT 
 

Since Lent is the time of Easter preparation please make use of the whole of Lent to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  When Easter arrives our Lenten preparation 
is over so please note that there will be NO opportunities for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation once Holy Week begins, including no Reconciliations at 
the normal Saturday time on Holy Saturday. 
    There will also be a celebration of the Second Rite (Communal Rite) of 
Reconciliation on Thursday 13th March (the Thursday before Holy Week) at 
7:30pm. for our two communities which will take place in St Gerard’s Church at 
Carlingford  (since our Advent celebration  took place at Epping). 
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Daniel Smith, formerly a member of the community at St Gerard’s is an extremely 
talented musician – more about Daniel’s background below – and was for many years 
involved in music in the liturgy. Daniel has been in touch with me to say that he would 
love to play at Mass with us once again while in Australia in between his travels related 
to performance and ongoing musical study.  
 

Daniel will be the flautist at the 6.00pm Vigil Mass on Saturday 1st March at St 
Gerard’s at Carlingford. He will be accompanied on the organ by Justin Ankus with 
whom he use to play when they provided music at Carlingford. 
 

Daniel has also agreed to give a short concert before Mass in the church, commencing 
at 5.15pm. Daniel has kindly agreed that we can invite a voluntary entrance donation 
for this pre-Mass concert to go to a cause that we deem worthy. We have agreed to 
donate any funds that are raised to Caritas for Project Compassion.  
 

So please come along on Saturday 1st March whether you belong to either the 
Carlingford or Epping community within our parish. It would be wonderful to welcome 
Daniel back, it will be wonderful too to experience his gift of music both in the concert 
and in our celebration of Mass. We propose just a small $5.00 voluntary entrance 
contribution for the pre-Mass concert which will go to support the work of Caritas 
through Project Compassion.       Fr Colin 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      Please support those supporting us 
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Next Meeting Thursday,  21st February, “Water and Spirit.” at 7:30pm Staff Room, 
Epping. 
         
 
 

Please keep those preparing to be welcomed into our Church in your prayers:   
Katherine Gray and Adrian Turner, who are catechumens preparing for baptism at 
Easter, and Peter Deane and Paula Hunt, already baptised, who are candidates 
preparing for reception into the Church at Easter. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
         Adrian Turner        Peter Deane              Katherine Gray             Paula Hunt 
                 Carlingford Community                         Epping Community 
      
      _________________________________________________________ 

 

����
 
 

 
 

Please support those supporting us 
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As you know Fr Michael Stoney 
and Fr Peter Carroll regularly join 
us for the celebration of Mass to 
help Fr Colin each weekend. Both 
Fr Peter and Fr Michael are 
unavailable over the next few 
weeks. We are grateful therefore 
to Fr Richard Gamanski, the 
Benedictine Fathers and Fr Robert 
Bruce who will kindly be helping 
us over this weekend and the next. 
Fr Michael Stoney and Fr Peter 
Carroll will be back with us at the 
end of the month. 
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The Rite of Enrolment is an opportunity for the parish 
community to show their support of the families preparing their 
children for the sacrament of First Reconciliation. The Rite will 
be celebrated at Our Lady Help of Christians’ church during 
10am Mass today (the Carlingford children took part in the rite 

last Sunday at St Gerard’s). Please keep the young people in your prayers. Thanks to 
the parents who arranged the photo displays in each of our churches. 

 
� ��
 � ���
 � ���
 � ���� 




The children and parents discuss the parable of the Lost Son to demonstrate the need to 
acknowledge bad choices, to say “I’m sorry” and to ask for forgiveness. In linking the 
loving father in the parable with their own family experiences of being loved and cared 
for, the children uncover something about the religious process of forgiving and being 
forgiven. They will discover a God who loves and forgives and who calls them to love 
and forgive others. We do not have to earn God’s forgiveness - it is freely given. 
Absolution is likened to receiving a hug from God. 
                                        Lucia Smith & Julie Astalosh Sacramental Coordinators  
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“What Will You Do When Your Computer 

Crashes?” 
 

If you backup & restore your data religiously, ignore this ad. If 
your backup is automatic & secure, stop reading. If your 

backup is performed remotely with no staff intervention and no 
media, sorry for wasting your time.  

 
Otherwise, Priority Technology  can help backup & restore 
your data: Safe, Secure and 100% Automatic. Guaranteed! 

 
With a Remote Backup Service,  you will save time & money. 
We have a solid record of clients who have saved thousands 

of dollars. 

 
Data loss occurs & recovery services are expensive. 

 Why wait until you lose valuable information? 
 

For a 100% obligation free demonstration in your home or 
office contact Joe today!  

 
(m) 0412 201 711 (e) joe@prioritytechnology.com.au 

 

Please 
support those 
supporting us 
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Email Sarah  at carleppyouth@primus.com.au 

or call/SMS Sarah 0407 065 521  
 
 

Antioch Outreach Weekend February 2008 
 
Last weekend, we held our 25th Annual February Antioch Outreach 
Weekend at St Gerard’s school and parish grounds. It was an 
absolutely phenomenal weekend where we had the chance to share 
our thoughts, our prayers, meals, fun and games.  
 
  With the theme of “Living with the Spirit” over thirty 
young people joined us in exploring our spiritual lives; where we 
have been, where we are now, and where we are going in our faith 

journey. We heard inspiring talks from our vibrant team, on all aspects of our faith, from what God is 
calling us to do, our prayer lives, what it means to be a Christian 
community, the Eucharist, and what our Christian mission and 
duty is. We also were given the fantastic chance to participate in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturday night. 

 
On Sunday afternoon Father Colin celebrated a beautiful 

Mass with us in our weekend chapel, which was attended by many 
parishioners. We welcomed our new members into the community 
by presenting them with their very own Antioch Mission Crosses. 

 
The weekend was without doubt successful in every way thanks to the help of the whole 

parish, many of who prayed for us, workshopped our talks, supplied food, helped in the kitchen, and 
hosted sleep groups. We also had our fantastic God squad (weekend helpers) who helped behind the 
scenes. So from the bottom of our hearts we extend our greatest thanks and appreciation to the whole 
parish, as well as Fr Colin, Fr Michael, Fr Guy, Fr Peter and Fr David who also helped and supported 
our weekend. 

 
We have all finished of the weekend with renewed faith, new and renewed friendships and 

wonderful memories.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               Natalie Viset & Andrew Bagot 
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The Yr 5 children are now waiting for a catechist 
Classes - Tuesday 11:35am-12:15 at Epping West. 

The Kindergarten children at Epping are also waiting for a catechist  
 Classes -Tuesday 9:20-10:00am. 

Please come and join this wonderful enriching ministry. 
For  more details contact Felicity - 9868 5701 
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