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THE PSALM                                                               Psalm 39 : 2. 4. 7-10 
 

HERE I AM, LORD;I COME TO DO YOUR WILL. 
 

I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth,   
praise of our God. 
 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. Instead, here am I. 
 

In the scroll of the book it stands written that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law in the depth of my heart. 
 

Your justice I have proclaimed in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; you know it, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
Alleluia, alleluia! The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
He enabled those who accepted him to become the children of God. Alleluia! 

 

LORD, IN JESUS YOUR SON, YOU RESTORED TO US THE GIFT OF 
EVERLASTING LIFE. GRANT THAT LIFE TO:   Recently De ceased:  Rebecca 
Knoble (David Saul’s girlfriend), Terry Moore, Joyce Sheahan, Harold Edwards, 
Giuseppina Bruzze (sister of Leo Bruzze), Maureen Cramer, Mercia (Kath) Cunneen 
(mother of Mike Cuneen), Joan Dominish (sister of Anne Mayhew), Robert Bye 
(brother of Beverley Gibbeson), Carolyn Campbell (niece of Joan King), Judith Anne 
Leonard. Anniversaries: John Bray, Elizabeth McEnearney. Also for:  Mark Hillier, 
John McEnearney, Richard Barry. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR 
PARISH: Carlingford Community:  Cecila & Terry Murphy, Slavo & Yulka 
Medved, Michael Scaramella (cousin of Pauline Scarmella)  Epping Community: 
Judith Molloy, Rebecca Molloy, Eric Riordan.  
 

ST GERARD MAJELLA ’S CHURCH ROSTER  26TH/27TH JANUARY  2007 
 ADULT SERVER JUNIOR SERVER READERS 
6:OOPM Gwen Ilic Natalie Astalosh Vania Maait 
 Julie Astalosh Ian Astalosh Paul Whittaker 
8:00AM  James McMaster Jonathan Dodimead Jan Brownette 
 Gordon Floyd X Mike Cunneen 
10:00AM  Brian Ogle Claudia Lee Mary O’Byrne 
 Ted Stone Nicolette Rezo Mark Smith 
  Jonathon Ross  
ALTAR SOCIETY (GP 2) Margaret Harrison, Mary Wilkin, Sarndra Gallagher, Dawn Dover. 
COUNTERS (GP 3) Frank Dobbie, Betty Dobbie, John Waddell, David McKean. 
MUSIC 6pm   Kit Smith       8am   Brian McShane    10am  Kim Laporte 
BULLETIN (GP 5) Bernadette Lazar, Trish Lucas, Stewart Whitelock, Rebecca Fung, Jane Ryan. 
CHILDREN ’S L ITURGY  School Holidays 
MORNING TEA   School Holidays 
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PARISH LITURGICAL TIMETABLE 

 
 

  CARLINGFORD: EPPING:  
MASS TIMES:     Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm  Saturday Vigil:  6:00pm 
 Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am Sunday: 8am &10am  
  6pm (2nd Sunday only) 6pm (every Sunday) 
Monday  9:30am NO Mass 
Tuesday   9:30am 12:15pm 
Wednesday   7:00am   9:15am * 
Thursday 9:30am*   No Mass (in school holidays)  
Friday  9:30am   12:15pm   
Saturday               (see page 4) 10:00am (Australia Day) 
*HEALING MASS: Carlingford: 1st Thurs  at  10am (no 9:30am Mass) except January 
  Epping: 3rd Wed  at  10am (no 9:15am Mass) except January 
EXPOSITION OF THE EUCHARIST 4th Thurs   10:00–11:00am  (Carlingford) 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays       5:00 -  5:30pm  (both churches)  
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To be able to read a signpost.     

An essential ability if you’re going to navigate your way on a car trip. 
 

Today’s Gospel asks whether we’re able to read the signposts with which life is strewn: 
signposts which point to where God is, and what God is asking. 

 
John the Baptist points:  “Look, there is the Lamb of God”.     

Jesus – externally – would have looked no different to anyone 
else.   But John could read beyond and beneath the surface. 

 
And as baptised people we’re called to do the same. 
 To be able to see the extraordinary in the ordinary –  
 which is the call of this Ordinary Time of the Church year: 
 

to be able to discern God’s presence and call 
where we might not expect it, 

and where we might not want it. 
Fr Colin 
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 Parish Priest:  Father Colin Blayney 
After hours sick calls: Outside Parish Office hours both our office phone numbers 

automatically divert to Fr Colin at home.  In the event that he is 
unavailable his answering machine will record your message.  
However, pls restrict office & routine enquiries to office hours. 

Parish Office:   Parish Secretary:   Dennis Porteous 
   Assistant Parish Secretary (volunteer):   Maree Balzulat 
   Parish Priest’s Secretary:  Susan Bateman 
   Parish Office, Carlingford branch:  
   543 North Rocks Rd, Carlingford NSW 2118 
   Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 4:00pm 
   Phone:  9871 1328     Fax:   9872 3230    
   E-mail:    carlingford@primus.com.au 
   Parish Office, Epping branch:  
 29 Oxford St (P.O.Box 369, Epping NSW 1710) 
 Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 3:00pm  
 Phone:  9876 2853     Fax:  9868 5413    
   E-mail:    epping@primus.com.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Worker: Pauline Wicks rsj Ph. 0418 451 549  (Wed – Fri) 
   E-mail:    ppwcarlepp@primus.com.au 
Pastoral Care Assistant: Maree Balzulat 
Youth Ministry  
                 Coordinators:  Sarah Black  Ph. 0407 065 521 
 Clavell Lee  Ph. 0403 619 506 
 Email:  carleppyouth@primus.com.au 
Sacramental Programme 
                  Coordinators: Lucia Smith (on maternity leave until mid 2008) 
  Julie Astalosh    Ph. 0407 255 593 
Parish Primary Schools: Principal, St Gerard’s Carlingford:  
   Ann Milling  Ph:  9871 1633 
   Principal, Our Lady Help of Christians’ Epping:          
   Kevin Turner   Ph. 9868 3322 
Convent of Mercy 30 Pembroke St, Epping (cnr Essex St) Ph. 9876 4609 
 

The Parish Website (www.eppcarl.org.au) 
contains a complete directory of all parish groups, services and activities and downloads of 
important documents. Alternatively a Parish Information Booklet can be obtained from the 
back of both our churches. 

Ecumenical Relationships 
Both our communities are strongly committed to ecumenism – the building of relationships 
with our fellow Christian Churches – and at Epping a formal covenant has been signed with 
the Anglican Parish of Epping and Chester St Uniting Church (the covenant is on display in 
the front foyer of the church). 
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While in recent years we have had combined Lenten Groups with St Alban’s and 
Chester Street, we will not be doing that this year. Rev. John Cornish, Carol Morris and 
I have decided that with the early arrival of Lent this year we will organise the groups 
separately within each of our communities. 
 

Lent does begin very early – Ash Wednesday falls on 6th February – and so we need 
to organise our groups very quickly. The groups would begin meeting in the week 
following Ash Wednesday (the week starting Monday 11th February). We will be using 
the program entitled this year “Gathered for Giving” prepared (as in past years by the 
Adult Education Centre in the Archdiocese of Brisbane). It is based on the Sunday 
Gospels for this coming Lent and is an opportunity to reflect on the Scriptures and their 
meaning and application to our own life. 
 
Please be part of a Lenten Group – it’s a very practical way to take part in the Lenten 
season of renewal and growth in faith.                               Fr Colin 
 
Please complete the following slip and return to either branch of the Parish Office by  
Friday 1st February. 
 
 

-----� --- Please detach tear-off slip and return to the appropriate branch of the Parish Office ---� --- 
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��� �  Identify Community ��� �  Identify Community 
  Epping   Carlingford 

 

NAME :………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
ADDRESS: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
TEL . NO:………………………EMAIL : ………………………………………………. 
 

Please tick all the times, which would be possible for you. 
 

��� �  Weekday Morning ��� �  Weekday Afternoon ��� �  Weekday Evening 
 Monday mornings  Monday afternoon  Monday evenings 
 Tuesdays mornings  Tuesday afternoon  No Tuesday evenings 

due to Ecumenical 
Liturgies 

 Wednesday mornings  Wednesday afternoons  Wednesday evenings 
 Thursdays mornings  Thursday afternoons  Thursday evenings 
 Friday mornings  Friday afternoons  Friday evenings 
 Saturday mornings  Saturday afternoons  Saturday evenings 

 

�  Please tick if you could lead a group 
�  Please tick if you could host a group at your home 
�  Please tick if you could both host and lead a group 

3 
 

������������������������������������������������������� ���������������������� ���������������� ���������  �!��������"���������������� ���������  �!��������"���������������� ���������  �!��������"���������������� ���������  �!��������"���� �������
####����� ������ ����$��%���&�&�&����� ������ ����$��%���&�&�&����� ������ ����$��%���&�&�&����� ������ ����$��%���&�&�&� ���

 
As you know, as a parish, we try to tap into our Church’s tradition of focussing on our 
faith by celebrating some special feast days which help us to reflect on and live the 

many different aspects of the mystery of Christian life. 
 

We especially highlight certain feast days, and through them 
help to highlight the sacred spaces in our homes which are a 
focus for our prayer.   
 

(A sacred space at home might be a table, a corner or a shelf 
with a crucifix to remind us of our salvation, an image of 
Mary to remind us of her role as a model of discipleship, and 
a candle to remind us of the mystery of God’s light in dark 
times). 
 

Each year we will invite members of the parish to bring these 
objects to Mass on special feast days to be blessed and to 
celebrate their place in nurturing our faith.   Recently, on New 

Year’s Day, the Solemnity of Mary as Mother of God, we blessed our images of Mary.   
The next feast day,  the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas) 
(Saturday 2nd February), will be the day on which we invite everyone to bring 
along a candle to be blessed to be part of your sacred prayer space at home. 
 

Candlemas, coming 40 days after Christmas, celebrates the child Jesus being presented 
in the Temple and being recognised by the prophet Simeon as ‘the light of all peoples’.   
The blessing of candles before Mass begins and the procession into the church has been 
part of this feast since medieval times.   Please bring along a candle to be blessed on 
this feast day Mass to be part of your prayer space at home. (please note that candles 
will NOT be provided – the idea is to bring your own candle to be part of your prayer 
space at home). 
 

Mass (and the blessing of candles) will be celebrated as follows: 
 

· at Epping: Saturday 2nd February   at  9:15am 
· at Carlingford: Saturday 2nd February  at 11:00am 

 
(please note that Candlemas will NOT be celebrated at the 6pm vigil Masses that day – 
they will, as always, be the Mass of the Sunday).  
 

____________________________________ 
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��     Our next practice will take place 
on Tuesday 22nd January at 7:30pm in St Gerard’s Church. 
Enquiries to Kit Smith on 9869 2990 or email 
kitsmith@bigpond.net.au 
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You are invited to join our next Card Evening on Friday, 25th January in the 
Carlingford Meeting Room commencing at 7:15pm.  Newcomers are most welcome! 
For more information phone Jan Lyons  on  9871 3401. 
 

Come and join us for Bingo each Wednesday at 10am until 12noon at the Panthers 
Bowling Club, Mountain Street, Epping. Cost $5 includes morning tea. Good prizes. 
All members of both Carlingford and Epping communities who are 50+ are 
welcome to all activities. 
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Final tally - the Christmas Appeal has returned:  

· Carlingford Conference : $10,700.  
· Epping Conference  $18,975.  

Our thanks to all those generous parishioners and friends who 
once again supported the Appeal. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
��� � ������������������������������������ ''' ' �0�0�0�0      falls next Saturday 26th January.    There will be 
a single Mass for our two communities on this day.     Since the Mass 
took place at Carlingford last year this year the Mass will be 
celebrated at Our Lady Help of Christians’ Church at Epping at 
10:00am  (please note there will be NO 9:15am Mass 
that day). 
 

Parking will be available in the school playground – accessed from 
Cambridge St at the rear. 
 

Please note that the vigil Mass on Saturday evening in boith of our churches will NOT 
be a celebration of Australia Day – it will be the Mass of the Sunday. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
��,��,��,��, 	�0�	�0�	�0�	�0� ��� � ���0����0����0����0� 1111�������'�0���'�0���'�0���'�0 ����       Kit Bannaberg a long time parishioner at Epping, 
currently a resident of Bethany Hostel at Marsfield, will be 103 years young on 24th 
January.  We wish her a very happy day with her family and friends. 
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� 3333     Catechist and Assistant Catechists required at 
Cheltenham Girls High School.  For further information contact Trish Harrison on 
9869 2489.   
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Monday: Memoria, St Agnes, virgin, martyr. Wednesday: Memoria, Ss Timothy and 
Titus, bishops. Thursday: Memoria, St Francis de Sales, bishop, doctor.  Friday:  
Feast, Conversion of St. Paul, apostle. Saturday: Australia Day     
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Please support those supporting us 
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Celebrant:   God has brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
All:       Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God as Father. 
Celebrant:   God has called you into the Church.     
All:            We therefore receive and welcome you as a member with us of the  

body of Christ, as a child of the one heavenly Father, and as an 
inheritor of the kingdom of God. 
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The massive amount of scaffolding surrounding the western end of the church at 
Epping is to enable the replacement of the ridge capping on the church roof at the 
sanctuary end of the church. The work has been approved by the Parish Pastoral 
Council and the Finance Committee and they are very grateful to Bob Crane, our 
Maintenance Officer for the Epping site, for organising and coordinating the work. The 
repairs are essential for safety:  the ridge capping has been identified as being at risk of 
coming loose and in high winds would constitute lethal projectiles falling into the 
church and school grounds. 
 
We hope that the work will be completed in the next 7 – 10 days. 
 
Naturally such a major project comes as an unexpected blow to our budget – and as 
always anything that you can do to help in the maintenance of a healthy income on our 
Second Collection will help us in this regard.  Fr Colin 
 

 
 - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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The Parents Information Meeting for the First 
Reconciliation programme will be held on Sunday 
3rd February in the Parish Hall at Our Lady Help 
of Christians, Epping commencing at 11:30am. At 
least one parent from each enrolled family must 
attend this meeting to confirm enrolment in the 
programme (as you know enrolments were 
conducted and concluded before Christmas). The 

children are not required to attend. Morning tea will be served from 11:15am. Parking 
is available in the grounds, please drive in from Cambridge Street. 
 

The aims of this meeting are to meet the parents and to orient them to the format and 
content of the preparation programme. Parents also have the opportunity to meet the 
Group Facilitators and join a preparation group.  
 

Sacramental Dates for 2008 
 

A letter giving details and dates for the First Communion and Confirmation 
programmes this year is available from the shelves at the rear of both our churches or 
from the parish website www.eppcarl.org.au (click the link ‘Sacraments’).    Please 
phone me with any questions on 0407 255 593 . 
                                                                                      Julie Astalosh 
                                                                           Sacramental Programme Coordinator 

5 
 

 
 

�����������	�
�����������������������	�
�����������������������	�
�����������������������	�
������������� ���
 
 
�����������
���
�������

���������
����
��������
�����������������������
������������������	�������
�����
��������
�����
��	�����
����
���������	�������������
����������
���
���������������
�������	�������
����
�������
���������
���
����������
������
������� ����
�����������
�������
�����������
�
�����������
 ����
�������	��� ���
	�������
��
�����������������������
!������
��� ���
���
�������	�������
��� ���
���"�#$%�&'(�����	������
������
������� ������������
�����
���"�#$%�&'# 
� �����	�������

�������
���
����
����
���
��� ��
������		����� �������
��
���������� �
�)����������
���������
��
�������	�������
�*��
��
������
�!�����!������
����������
������
��� ����

+���!�����
 
 

,����������-���.�����!�
��
�!��� ���
����!����� 
�. ����������

���
���������	�
���/��������	�0��1��

 
 

 

 



6�
 

� ����� ��� ���	� 
 ����� 
 
	�� �
Email Sarah and Clavell at carleppyouth@primus.com.au 
Or call/SMS Sarah 0407 065 521, Clavell 0403 619 506 

 

Antioch WYD Cross & Icon Event 
 

On 11th & 12th January, 
Antioch Australia were blessed 
with having the WYD Cross & 
Icon in their custody. In 
honour of the event, 
Antiochers from all over NSW 

came together for a fun & music filled spiritual event. The 
event started on the Friday with a Mass at 10.30am, in 
which the Cross and Icon were processed into the church. 
The Mass included involvement from swarms of Antiochers, as well as the 
supportive parishioners of Maroubra Bay Parish. Veneration continued throughout 
the day, culminating in a Combined Antioch Meeting at 5pm, and then a moving 
and spiritual night liturgy in the church from 7pm. Solemn veneration continued all 
throughout the night, with each Antioch Community spending 30min animating the 
Cross & Icon. At 5am the Antiochers gathered all together again in the church for 
the Divine Office, and then began a procession with the Cross & Icon through the 
streets of Maroubra & Coogee. Every Antiocher was given the chance to carry the 
Cross or Icon, and the procession culminated in a Dawn Mass at the Bali Memorial 
on the Dolphin Point headland at Coogee Beach. The entire event was moving and 
spiritually inspiring, and it was great to come together with so many youth so 
dedicated to their faith. Many thanks and congratulations go to all the Epping & 
Carlingford Antiochers who were involved in the event, in the choir, drama, as 
marshals, and of course, as participants. 
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Hi everyone! My name is Natalie, and I have been a 
member of the community at St Gerard’s for nearly 
20 years! I went to school at St Gerard’s, and then 
continued on to Mount St Benedict and I am 
currently beginning 2nd year uni in a Bachelor of 
Media. 
You might remember me from such places as: 
reading and singing at Mass, helping on school 
reflection days, leading Basejumpers, Parish Pastoral 
Council, helping out at the school, and of course 
ANTIOCH! 
Antioch has brought me back to the Church and 
renewed my faith in God. It has allowed me to 
become more involved in parish life, explore my 
faith, and make long lasting and fantastic friendships. 
It means so much to me, and I am so incredibly excited to be leading the upcoming 
Antioch Outreach Weekend, as it is my opportunity to give back to the parish and 
community what I have gained in the past three years while I have been involved in 
Antioch. 
So I invite you to come along, put your trust in us and the rest of the team, and I 
promise you will have a fantastic time! 
See you there!                                Nat xox 
 
 
 
 

Antioch Weekend  
Inviting parishioners to help 

The Antioch community thank you for your support and invite you to once again 
help us in the following ways. 
· By praying for the success of our upcoming weekend. 
· By opening your home to host a sleep group of 3/ 4 girls or boys.(just 

floor space, no beds required) 
· By donating /food for the weekend. 
· By helping with the catering during the weekend. 
 
Posters will be at the back of each church for you to fill in names and contact 
details. 

Thank you for all your prayers and help 
The Antioch Community 
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Our 2008 Antioch Team leaders, Natalie Viset and Andrew Bagot, invite you to 
attend our annual Outreach Weekend   8th – 10th February 2008. 
The weekend for young people 16-22 years of age is packed with energy, enthusiasm, 
fun, faith, friendship and fabulous music. 
When: 7pm 8th-10th Feb 2008 
Where: St Gerard’s church and school site 
Cost: $50 
For registration forms and more information contact: 
Natalie Viset:   0438 223 964 
Andrew Bagot: 0408 657 729 
Parent couple - Marie and John Black: 98697076 
 


