
16 
 

THE PSALM                                                                       Psalm  103:1.24.29-31.34 
 

LORD SEND OUT YOUR SPIRIT  AND RENEW THE FACE OF TH E 
EARTH. 
 

Bless the Lord, my soul!  Lord God, how great you are, 
How many are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of your riches. 
 

You take back your spirit, they die, returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the earth. 
 

May the glory of the Lord last for ever! May the Lord rejoice in his works! 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. I find my joy in the Lord. 
 
SEQUENCE (please remain seated to pray the Sequence  after the 2nd Reading) 
 

1. Holy Spirit, Lord of light,    2. You, of all consolers best, 
from the clear celestial height    You, the soul’s delightful guest, 
your beaming radiance give.   do refreshing peace bestow. 
 

3. Come now Father of the poor;    4. You in toil are comfort sweet; 
Come with treasures which endure;   Pleasant coolness in the heat; 
Come, now, light of all that live!   Solace in the midst of woe. 
 

5. Light immortal, light divine,    6.Bend the stubborn heart & will, 
visit now these hearts of thine,    melt the frozen, warm the chill, 
and our inmost being fill.    guide the steps that go astray. 
 

7. If you take your grace away,    8. Now, on us who evermore 
nothing pure in us will stay,    you confess and you adore, 
all our good is turned to ill.   with your sevenfold gifts descend. 
 

9. Heal our wounds, our strength renew;  10. Give us comfort when we 
on our dryness pour your dew;  die; 
wash the stains of guilt away.   give us life with you on high; 

   give us joys that never end. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Come, Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of your faithful and kindle them the fire of your love.  Alleluia! 
 
 
LORD, IN JESUS YOUR SON, YOU RESTORED TO US THE GIFT OF 
EVERLASTING LIFE. GRANT THAT LIFE TO: Recently dece ased: Alfred 
Stran, Philomena Mackey, Agatha Cecilia Kuek, Rico Dakis, Beryl Symonds, Sylvia 
Maher, Marie Therese Watman, Doris Nicoll (mother of Jim Nicoll), Joe Marton, 
Ann Ramsay, Doris Milliken, Ronnie Milledge. Anniversaries: Patrick (Pat) Hall, 
James D’Souza, Margaret Gurr, Sharyne Bailie-Mace, Neville Gravenor.     
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISHES: Carlingfo rd: Cecila & 
Terry Murphy, Slavo & Yulka Medved, Richard Hain, Dennis Williams, Michael 
Ong.  
����

�������	��
�����
�������������������������������������	��
�����
�������������������������������������	��
�����
�������������������������������������	��
�����
������������������������������� ���
���	
�
����������
���������	
�
����������
���������	
�
����������
���������	
�
����������
������� ���

����
��������
������
����������	�����	��������
��������
������
����������	�����	��������
��������
������
����������	�����	��������
��������
������
����������	�����	����� ���
���� ����!
�����������������
����������	�����	�������� ����!
�����������������
����������	�����	�������� ����!
�����������������
����������	�����	�������� ����!
�����������������
����������	�����	���� ����

����

PARISH LITURGICAL TIMETABLE 
 
 

  CARLINGFORD: EPPING:  
MASS TIMES:     Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm  Saturday Vigil:  6:00pm 
 Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am Sunday: 8am &10am  
  6pm (2nd Sunday only) 6pm (every Sunday) 
Monday  9:30am NO Mass 
Tuesday   9:30am 12:15pm 
Wednesday   7:00am   NO Mass this week 
Thursday 9:30am*    NO Mass this week 
Friday  9:30am       12:15pm (School Mass) 
Saturday      9:15am 
*HEALING MASS: Carlingford: 1st Thurs  at  10am (no 9:30am Mass) except January 
  Epping: 3rd Wed  at  10am (no 9:15am Mass) except January 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays      5:00pm – 5:30pm  
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Today with the celebration of Pentecost the Easter Season draws to a close.  This 
great Easter feast of Pentecost stands as the second greatest day in our Church year 
after Easter Sunday itself, outranking by far even Christmas itself. 
 

Pentecost is often looked at as just a feast day standing by itself.  But it’s not.  It is an 
Easter day, intimately bound up with Easter itself.  Pentecost celebrates that what 
happens at Easter belongs also to us – that the Spirit poured out by the Father  on 
Jesus, raising him to life, is poured out also on us. 
 

And the Spirit is the Spirit of unity .  As the Spirit is the bond of love uniting Father 
and Son in the Trinity, so the Spirit unites us, brings us into one body. For that reason 
Pentecost is often called ‘the birthday of the Church’ for the Church is born, the 
Christian community is born, in the great outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 

For that reason too the week leading up to Pentecost is observed as ‘The Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity’ and hence our gathering for a time of ecumenical worship 
last Thursday night.  As we celebrate Pentecost let’s commit ourselves to the growth 
of those relationships with our fellow Churches.                  Fr Colin  
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 Parish Priest:  Father Colin Blayney 
After hours sick calls: Outside Parish Office hours both our parish phone numbers 

automatically divert to Fr Colin at home.  In the event that he 
is unavailable his answering machine will record your 
message.  However, please restrict office and other routine 
enquiries to office hours. 

Parish Office:   Parish Secretary for both parishes:   Dennis Porteous 
   Assistant Parish Secretary (volunteer):   Maree Balzulat 
   Parish Priest’s Secretary:  Susan Bateman 
   Carlingford Parish Office:  
   543 North Rocks Rd, Carlingford NSW 2118 
   Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 4:00pm 
   Phone:  9871 1328     Fax:   9872 3230    
   E-mail:    carlingford@primus.com.au 
   Epping Parish Office:  
 29 Oxford St (P.O.Box 369, Epping NSW 1710) 
 Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 3:00pm  
 Phone:  9876 2853     Fax:  9868 5413    
   E-mail:    epping@primus.com.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Worker: Pauline Wicks rsj Ph. 0418 451 549  (Wed – Fri) 
   E-mail:    ppwcarlepp@primus.com.au 
Pastoral Care Assistant: Maree Balzulat 
Youth Ministry  
                 Coordinators:  Diana Popic   Ph. 0409 825 317 
 Lucia Smith  Ph.  C/- Parish Office 
 Sarah Black  Ph. 0407 065 521 
 Clavell Lee  Ph. 0403 619 506 
 Email:  carleppyouth@primus.com.au 
Sacramental Programme 
                  Coordinators: Lucia Smith & Julie Astalosh 
Parish Primary Schools: Principal, St Gerard’s Carlingford:  
   Carmel Turner Ph:  9871 1633 
   Principal, Our Lady Help of Christians Epping:          
   Kevin Turner   Ph. 9868 3322 
Convent of Mercy 30 Pembroke St, Epping (cnr Essex St) Ph. 9876 4609 
 

The Parish Website (www.eppcarl.org.au) 
contains a complete directory of all parish groups, services and activities and downloads 
of important documents. Alternatively a Parish Information Booklet can be obtained from 
the back of both our churches. 

Ecumenical Relationships 
Both our parishes are strongly committed to ecumenism – the building of relationships 
with our fellow Christian Churches – and at Epping a formal covenant has been signed 
with the Anglican Parish of Epping and Chester St Uniting Church (the covenant is on 
display in the front foyer of the church). 
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REFLECTION ON NEXT 
SUNDAY ’S 
SCRIPTURES   
 
A reminder that our weekly 
time of reflection on the 
coming Sunday’s Scriptures 
will NOT take place this 
coming week, as this is the 
5th week of the month. 
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You can help us achieve our parish financial needs in three ways: 

· please support the current Charitable Works Fund Appeal generously so that 
we don’t have to make up any shortfall in our quota 

· please support our annual Youth Ministry Appeal generously in June 
· please consider any extra you can give to your First and Second Collection 

contributions in this final month of the Financial Year 
 

· And as we conduct those special CWF and Youth Ministry Appeals please 
continue to support our normal First and Second Collection as generously as 
you can.  Sometimes we have a good response to the special collection – but 
our normal collection goes down!  (meaning that our net result is not so good 
after all).    Fr Colin 
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Please note two small changes to this 
week’s programme – given on the 
front page of the bulletin. 
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A reminder to all families in our two 
communities involved in First 
Communion preparation that the 
retreat afternoon for both parents 
and children on Saturday 2nd June is 
an integral part of the preparation 
programme and a requirement for the 
reception of First Communion with 
this year’s group.               Fr Colin 
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At the end of the Eucharist (Mass) we are 
sent to be God’s people in our daily lives. 
We are told to “Go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord.” Every day and in every 
place Jesus shared the message of God’s 
love and forgiveness to all people. We are 
sent to follow in the footsteps of Jesus who 
sought out the unimportant ones and spoke 
out on their behalf. He confronted 
assumptions, broke rules, refused to 
conform, all in pursuit of God’s vision of a 
world that is fully inclusive, compassionate 
and just. With the power of the Spirit 
received at Baptism and the gifts of the 
Spirit received in Confirmation we are able 
to be witnesses for Jesus by the way we 
live out our daily lives. We do that with the 
conviction that Jesus will always be with 
us in The Word and in The Eucharist. 
 

This Sunday at Our Lady Help of 
Christians the children are presented with 
The Lord’s Prayer during Mass and will 
join the congregation in praying this 
together. We look forward to the 
Communion Retreat Afternoon next 
Saturday 2nd June 2:30-5:00pm. 
                      Lucia Smith & Julie Astalosh 
                           Sacramental Coordinators
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Today we celebrate Pentecost Sunday 
– the outpouring of the Easter gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the 
Church.   Our prayer today can be that 
the coming together of our two 
parishes into the new parish of 
‘Epping and Carlingford’on 1st July 
will be a Pentecost experience for us 
all. 
 

What will change on 1st July? 
Nothing at all in terms of our day to 
day life as two communities:  we have 
already passed through those changes 
that have helped us to collaborate as 
two communities – there are no further 
day to day changes.  We will continue 
to be two distinct, though of course 
collaborating and cooperating, 
communities within one parish. 
 

Please keep Sunday 29th July free 
when we will gather for a common 
Mass & parish picnic to celebrate 
this milestone in our common life. 

Fr Colin
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��� � ������������      Joe Viegas 
(Carlingford Road) would be 
grateful for a lift to and from 
Sunday Mass. If you can help 
please phone him on 9868 5282. 
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Congratulations to Mena McMullan on winning the raffle. 
 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who helped and participated in so 
many ways to make our Centenary Celebration a very successful one.   
                                                                                   Centenary Dinner Organisers
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Last Saturday we celebrated the centenary of the laying of the foundation stone of the 
original church at Epping.  On the next two pages we have a pictorial record of the 
wonderful evening, full of community spirit, which began with Mass and led into the 
Centenary Dinner. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Centenary Mass of the Ascension of the Lord 
celebrated last Saturday evening by Bishop David Walker and concelebrated by Fr 

Colin Blayney, Fr Michael Stoney SJ and Fr Richard Gamanski SVD  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Centenary Cake made by Anne Moore 
 
 

13 

� �� � �
	
� �����	��
��������
���� � 

 
      St Gerard’s Year 2 Class Liturgy         St Gerard’s Year 6CF Class Mass 
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The Mass for 
the feast day 
of Our Lady 
Help of 

Christians’ 
church and 
school last 
Thursday 
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Our Lady Help of 
Christians’ School Mass to 
celebrate the Easter Season 
(on 2nd May). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St Gerard’s School Mass to 
celebrate the Easter Season 
(on 9th May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Children’s Mass and First 
Communion Rite of 
Enrolment at Carlingford on 
6th May 
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After Mass Bishop David joined 
the 150 parishioners from both 
Epping and Carlingford (along 
with representatives of St 
Alban’s and St Aidan’s 
Anglican Churches & Chester 
St Uniting Church) who sat 
down to beautifully set tables 
for the meal which followed 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Our deep gratitude to 
Stephanie Wong and her 
fantastic team (supported by 
some many others) who 
organised such a wonderful 
community evening.  So many 
people played a part – setting 
up the hall, cleaning up 
afterwards, providing the food, 
serving the meals, and much 
more 

 
 

 
 
 

Special thanks to Christine 
Crilly (accompanied by Dell 
Taranto on the piano) for the 
beautiful experience of 
operatic singing – and to 
Cyril Tuminello and his 
fellow musicians in the string 
quartet. 
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As a way of offering some on-going reflection for the Easter Season each week 
we’ll re-print one of the homilies Fr David Ranson and Fr Colin gave over the 
Easter Triduum in our two communities.  This week we have Fr Colin’s homily at 
the Easter Vigil (given at Epping): 
 

Well, our celebration tonight is the great celebration of life.  And not just any life – 
but a celebration of being alive in God. Tonight is the heart and the climax of our 
year and ideally it will touch, and challenge, and renew the heart of the living out of 
our faith. 
 

Over the weeks of Lent, you may recall, I’ve tried to follow a common theme and to 
explore that theme in the light of each week’s readings. That theme was ‘who God 
isn’t’: what we believe God is not like. And over the Easter Triduum I’ve been 
continuing to explore that theme - in the light of our Easter faith.  
 

And tonight’s great celebration of life reminds us that the God we don’t believe in is 
the God who is on the side of anything that brings death, true death, inner death,  to 
ourselves or to others. And above all it’s a feast that reminds us that the God we don’t 
believe in is the God who supports any form of religion which brings death into the 
hearts and lives of people. And that’s so important to remember because throughout 
history, and even in the present, religion has at times come in distorted forms which 
has killed the spirit in people, the inner life in people, hope and joy in people. 
 

Easter tells us that God would have no part in religion when it comes in that form. 
And so on this great Easter night it would be good to challenge ourselves, to ask 
ourselves, to examine ourselves, to ensure that religion, faith, as it’s lived in our own 
life, isn’t ever a source of pain or death in the lives of others. And tonight I’d just like 
to suggest a few ways that religion, when it’s misused and distorted, can bring about 
that death: and therefore ways in which we need to move in the opposite direction. 

 

The first is when faith in God leads to people being told how bad they are, when it 
lists their faults for them, and details how separated they are, how distant they are, 
from God. When religion takes that form it stifles hope and it crushes self-esteem. 
And it has taken that form plenty of times – and still does. 

 

Faith and religion are also distorted and stunted when they’re used to justify people 
not being forgiven, sin not being forgotten. In our hypocritical society which can turn 
a blind eye to prejudice, ignore the plight of the refugee, and immerse itself in selfish 
commercialism, the paradox is that on the other hand, the list of unforgivable sins 
grows everyday. (Ask any politician or person in public view).But even at the 
personal level religion can be used to justify judgementalism: God can be used to 
justify condemnations:  faith can be used to justify prejudice and narrow mindedness. 
And on those bases, people aren’t forgiven, judgements aren’t removed, some are 
made to feel second-class. The God of life, the God of Easter, can never be behind 
the inner death which comes to people through that form of religion. 
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� You are invited to join our next Card Evening on Friday 8th May in the 
Carlingford Parish Meeting Room commencing at 7:15pm.  Newcomers are most 
welcome! For more information phone Jan Lyons  on  9871 3401. 
 
� Please join us on Wednesday 6th June for Guided Tours of the Farm and Historic 
House at Rouse Hill which has been in the one family for six generations. Cost $8 pp 
incorporating a take your own picnic lunch on the verandah of the Visitor’s Centre. 
Complimentary tea & coffee. Itinerary: Farm Tour 11:00am – Noon, Lunch: Noon – 
1:00pm, House Tour: 1:00 – 2:30pm. 
For anyone not wishing to do the Farm Tour a presentation will be available at the 
Visitor’s Centre and a people mover, which accommodates five, will be available for 
transportation along the drive to the House if required. 
I would be very much obliged to hear from anyone able to participate in a car pool. 
Betty Connors 9869 2952 or 0402 812 975 or email bazbet@smartchat.net.au  
 

All members of both Carlingford and Epping parishes who are 50+ are welcome 
to all activities. 
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Christians’ Parish School on Friday 1st June at 12:15pm to celebrate Pentecost.   
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St. Vincent de Paul Carlingford will conduct a clothing drive, plus 
bric-a-brac etc. on Saturday 2nd June, from 8:30am. Please collect 
bags and print your name and address in the book on the table in 
courtyard. 
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A reminder that the final evening session will take place this Thursday 31st May at 
7:30pm in the Parish Meeting Room at Carlingford.�
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Celebrant:   God has brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
All: Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God as Father. 
Celebrant:   God has called you into the Church. 
All:            We therefore receive and welcome you as a member with us of the  

body of Christ, as a child of the one heavenly Father, and as an 
inheritor of the kingdom of God. 
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CHARITABLE WORKS FUND APPEAL 
 FINAL COLLECTION FOR THIS FINANCIAL YEAR 

 

The final Charitable Works Fund appeal (supporting the pastoral and Charitable 
works of our Church across the Diocese and beyond) will take place: 
 

· at Carlingford - continues this weekend  26th/27th May.  
· at Epping - this weekend 26/27th May & 2nd/3rd June. 

 

We are obliged to make up any shortfall on our CWF quota from our own parish 
funds – which we can ill afford to do as we work towards a good result for this 
financial year. 
 

Please support the CWF appeal as generously as you can so that we will not have 
any shortfall to make up from our own funds. 

_______________________________________________ 
 

 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE WHO ARE SUPPORTING US. 
 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF CARLINGFORD – ST GERARD MAJELLA 2ND/3RD JUNE 2007 
 ADULT SERVER JUNIOR SERVER READERS 
6:OOPM Mary Lyons Daniel Walsh Antioch 
 John Lyons Chris Walsh  
8:00AM  Stephaney Lukunic Siobhan Healy Jan Brownette 
 Patsy Healy Nikki Lukunic Ken Raue 
10:00AM  Ray Dellagiacomo Jake Breen Mary O’Byrne 
 Ted Stone Tamika Abboud Vania Maait 
  Jennifer Chang  
ALTAR SOCIETY (GP 3) Marie Saul, Kath Scheenen, Narelda Ryan, Anne Hargraves, Machetta Letteri. 
COUNTERS (GP 5) John Lyons, Alan Ryan, John Gurr, Peter McLean. 
MUSIC 6pm: Antioch     8am: Margaret Ciccarelli   10am:  Tina Williams 
BULLETIN (GP 2) Joy Battersby, Betty Dobbie, Frank Dobbie, Betty Connors. 
CHILDREN ’S L ITURGY  Elizabeth Anderson, Pam Tapp 
MORNING TEA (GP 8) Bernadette & Tony Pratt, Helen Achat. 
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And behind all of these examples is the problem I spoke about on one of the Sundays 
of Lent: when we allow something about a person to prevent us from actually seeing 
the person themselves - from seeing them as flawed, as fragile and as vulnerable as 
we are ourselves. 

 

At its best, faith in God provides us with an ideal: with a challenge for how best to 
live our lives in a way that respects our own dignity and that of others. But at its 
worst faith in God can become a pretext for judging people when they fall short of 
that ideal, (as of course, in fact, we all do). And then religion becomes a source of 
death for others rather than life.  

 

So this is the great Easter question: is our faith an Easter faith? Does our faith in God 
and our living of religion broaden us or narrow us? Make us more human, and more 
understanding of what it is to be human?  Or more judgemental about the weak side 
of human nature? Jesus lifted people up: by the time he left them they actually 
believed they were loveable, that they were capable of being forgiven, that despite 
their weaknesses and shortcomings and sinfulness that they too could be called 
disciples; that discipleship didn’t belong to an elite, to the perfect, to the strong, only 
to those who didn’t stuff up. 

 

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” Those were Jesus’ 
words. And that’s our mission statement as his disciples. The God we don’t believe in 
is the God behind any form of faith and religion which brings despair, destruction of 
self-esteem, hard heartedness, narrow mindedness, death, into the lives of others. 

 

 “We are an Easter people” said St Augustine. This Easter night challenges us to be 
that, to be people whose faith makes us a light, and a source of life, not death, in the 
lives of those who we can touch. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
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A Volunteer HomeStay Coordinator is required to organise accommodation within 
homes around the parish for WYD08. They would coordinate with the parish and the 
WYD08 office on all aspects of the HomeStay programme.  
 

If you feel you would like to work as a Volunteer HomeStay Coordinator – please 
contact either Parish Office on (Carlingford) 9871 1328 or (Epping) 9876 2853. 

 

$�
������
�$�
������
�$�
������
�$�
������
�% %%%�&�&�&�&�������� ��������������������������������� ���
The 4th Edition of The Bridge will be available after Mass today. Please take one 
copy per family as you leave the church. The 4th edition, together with some previous 
editions, is also available on the parish web site under ‘Bulletin.’ Articles for the 5th 
edition, due in November 2007, should be received by 14th September 2007 – details 
on the back page of The Bridge. 
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Email Diana, Sarah and Clavell  at carleppyouth@primus.com.au  

or call/SMS  Diana 0409 825 317   Sarah 0407 065 521   Clavell 0403 619 506 
 

Attention all Children! �
The designated Children’s Mass for June at both Epping and Carlingford will take 
place on the weekends of First Communion. The children receiving Eucharist for 
the first time will be involved in all aspects of the Mass and the Sacramental 
Coordinators will be coordinating this. If you are not part of this year’s First 
Communion be on the lookout to be involved in the next Children’s Mass!!  
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For more information and to get details of events happening within the 
local and broader Sydney community, open to everybody to attend, visit 
the Reconciliation Australia website www.reconciliation.org.au 
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   May/June activities and topics: 
27th May: Youth Mass at Epping followed by Pentecost talk and  discussion 
at St Gerard’s Meeting Room 
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“It was at Antioch that the believers were first called Christians” 

    


