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THE PSALM                                            Psalm   23:1-6  
 

LORD, THIS IS THE PEOPLE THAT LONGS TO SEE YOUR FAC E. 
 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 
the world and all its peoples. 
It is Lord who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm.    
 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those with clean hands and pure heart, 
who desire not worthless things. 
 

They shall receive blessings from the Lord 
and reward from the God who saves them. 
Such are those who seek God, seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
Alleluia, alleluia!  A virgin will give birth to a son; 
His name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.  Alleluia! 
   
LORD, IN JESUS YOUR SON, YOU RESTORED TO US THE GIFT OF 
EVERLASTING LIFE. GRANT THAT LIFE TO:    
Recently Deceased  Sr Irene Lynch rsm, Bernie Bainton, Josephine Hilleard, Sr M 
Juliana Arundale rsm, Sr Culeen Sloper, rsm,  

Please pray for John Dwyer from our parish who died last week. 
Also for:  Edith  Almeida, Deceased members of the Rogers and Jeffes families, Eric, 
Cassimar & Margaret Gurr, John & Edith Horan.                   
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:  Carlingford Community:  
Cecila & Terry Murphy, Slavo & Yulka Medved, Helen Ford.      
Epping Community: Judith Molloy, Rebecca Molloy, Eric Riodan.  
 
 

ST GERARD MAJELLA ’S CHURCH ROSTER  29ND/30RD DECEMBER  2007 
 ADULT SERVER JUNIOR SERVER READERS 
6:OOPM Garry Leary Shaun Magee Dorothea Ellis 
 Lorraine Lobsey Joshua Mayhew Bev Gibbeson 
8:00AM  Stephaney Lukunic Jamie Bolt Jan Brownette 
 Gordon Floyd Nikki Lukunic Mike Cunneen 
10:00AM  Brian Ogle Asheligh Belic Teresa Dobosz 
 Ted Stone Jake Breen Gemma Watts 
  Madeline Chalker  
ALTAR SOCIETY (GP 5) M Halliburton, M Lyons, C Handley, C Wilson, K Dhzenovic. 
COUNTERS (GP  11) Dennis Jackson, Chris Paton, Ted Sawyer, Michael Scarfe, Margaret Maher. 
MUSIC 6pm   Kit Smith       8am   Brian McShane    10am  Margaret Ciccarelli 
BULLETIN (GP 7) Carmel Breen, Trish Cross, Sylvia Abboud, Dolores Pearse, Joan Gurr. 
CHILDREN ’S L ITURGY  School Holidays 
MORNING TEA   School Holidays 
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PARISH LITURGICAL TIMETABLE 
 
 

  CARLINGFORD: EPPING:  
MASS TIMES:     Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm  Saturday Vigil:  6:00pm 
 Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am Sunday: 8am &10am  
  6pm (2nd Sunday only) 6pm (every Sunday) 
Monday  9:30am NO Mass 
Tuesday           Christmas Day – see page 3 
Wednesday  (Boxing Day) NO Mass 10:00am  
Thursday 9:30am   No Mass (in school holidays)  
Friday  9:30am   12:15pm   
Saturday     9:15am 
EXPOSITION OF THE EUCHARIST 4th Thurs   10:00–11:00am (Carlingford) 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: see page 3  
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When the celebrant reaches the altar: 
Celebrant:  When first the Dreaming began in this ancient land, the sign of human 
hope and life shone above it. The cross, which defies human understanding, has always 
blessed this land. By its light the peoples of this land have been given direction. To all 
who have journeyed to inhabit this place the Southern Cross has been a source of 
inspiration. The babe of Bethlehem, for whom we prepare this Advent, grew to carry 
the cross. He calls those who follow him to do likewise and thereby to be reborn to 
share the life of God. 
After the fourth star has been put in place please join in praying the following psalm: 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be God beyond the stars. 
All:  Give praise and glory. 
Celebrant: Bless God, heaven and earth. 
All:  Give praise and glory for ever. 
Celebrant: Bless God, sun and moon. 
All:  Give praise and glory. 
Celebrant: Bless God, stars of heaven. 
All:  Give praise and glory. 
 

Celebrant:  During the Advent season may almighty God let the light of Christ 
shine upon us and, through us, onto the world.   All:  Amen. 

Please resume singing the Entrance Hymn. 
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 Parish Priest:  Father Colin Blayney 
After hours sick calls: Outside Parish Office hours both our office phone numbers 

automatically divert to Fr Colin at home.  In the event that he is 
unavailable his answering machine will record your message.  
However, pls restrict office & routine enquiries to office hours. 

Parish Office:   Parish Secretary:   Dennis Porteous 
   Assistant Parish Secretary (volunteer):   Maree Balzulat 
   Parish Priest’s Secretary:  Susan Bateman 
   Parish Office, Carlingford branch:  
   543 North Rocks Rd, Carlingford NSW 2118 
   Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 4:00pm 
   Phone:  9871 1328     Fax:   9872 3230    
   E-mail:    carlingford@primus.com.au 
   Parish Office, Epping branch:  
 29 Oxford St (P.O.Box 369, Epping NSW 1710) 
 Parish Office hours:   Monday to Friday  9:00am – 3:00pm  
 Phone:  9876 2853     Fax:  9868 5413    
   E-mail:    epping@primus.com.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Worker: Pauline Wicks rsj Ph. 0418 451 549  (Wed – Fri) 
   E-mail:    ppwcarlepp@primus.com.au 
Pastoral Care Assistant: Maree Balzulat 
Youth Ministry  
                 Coordinators:  Sarah Black  Ph. 0407 065 521 
 Clavell Lee  Ph. 0403 619 506 
 Gemma Watts  Ph.  C/- Parish Office 
 Email:  carleppyouth@primus.com.au 
Sacramental Programme 
                  Coordinators: Lucia Smith (on maternity leave until mid 2008) 
  Julie Astalosh    Ph. 0407 255 593 
Parish Primary Schools: Principal, St Gerard’s Carlingford:  
   Carmel Turner Ph:  9871 1633 
   Principal, Our Lady Help of Christians’ Epping:          
   Kevin Turner   Ph. 9868 3322 
Convent of Mercy 30 Pembroke St, Epping (cnr Essex St) Ph. 9876 4609 
 

The Parish Website (www.eppcarl.org.au) 
contains a complete directory of all parish groups, services and activities and downloads of 
important documents. Alternatively a Parish Information Booklet can be obtained from the 
back of both our churches. 

Ecumenical Relationships 
Both our communities are strongly committed to ecumenism – the building of relationships 
with our fellow Christian Churches – and at Epping a formal covenant has been signed with 
the Anglican Parish of Epping and Chester St Uniting Church (the covenant is on display in 
the front foyer of the church). 
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Jesus turned, saw them following him and ask, “What are you looking for?”(Jnl:38) 

 

  
 
RCIA MEETINGS ARE IN RECESS OVER CHRISTMAS 
 
����

����
Please keep those preparing to be welcomed into our Church in your prayers:   
Katherine Gray and Adrian Turner, who are catechumens preparing for baptism at 
Easter, and Peter Deane and Paula Hunt, already baptised, who are candidates 
preparing for reception into the Church at Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         Adrian Turner              Peter Deane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         Katherine Gray                                Paula Hunt   
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  7:00pm   Christmas vigil Mass 
  (same time in both our churches) 
   These are the Children's Masses. 
   Could the children please bring a  gift of 

non-perishable foodstuffs – the children 
will bring this up to place under the 
Christmas Tree in the middle of the Mass. 

  
  Then:  Mass at Midnight  
    (in both our churches)  
    preceded by Carols at 11:30pm. 
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�����	�	 			 				 				 				Same times in both our churches:				 				
     
				 				 												 8:30am Mass (NOT 8:00am) 
   10:00am Mass 
   NO evening Mass on Christmas Day. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

���������	�
���
�����
��������
����������	�
���
�����
��������
����������	�
���
�����
��������
����������	�
���
�����
��������
�� ���
 

As advised for the last four weeks there are now NO further times for 
Reconciliation before Christmas. 

 
Also, since we have now completed our Christmas celebrations and because we will 

be within the Christmas Octave there will be celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at the usual afternoon time next Saturday 29th December in either of 
our churches.  The usual times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation will resume on 

Saturday week, 5th January. 
 
 

*  please note that Midnight Mass at Carlingford returns to its 
Midnight time slot this year (last year circumstances dictated that 
we had it at a slightly earlier time) 
 

* we look forward to welcoming Fr Michael Stoney SJ who will 
share with Fr Colin in moving between our two churches this 
year for the various Christmas celebrations. 
 

* the Christmas Mass timetable is also available on the parish 
website should you misplace your bulletin 
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This week we celebrate the Christmas Octave.  In our liturgy only Easter and Christmas 
have an Octave. The eight days of the Octave are, liturgically, one Day – as the Octave 
begins and ends on the same day of the week it is a symbol of wholeness and completion – 
the Octave is one liturgical Day, Christmas Day extended over eight days.  Please continue 
the celebration of this Jubilee Christmas by coming along to the Eucharist through the 
week.  Please note that there are a few changes to our normal programme: 
 
WEEKDAY MASS: CARLINGFORD:  EPPING:  
Monday 9:30am No Mass 
Tuesday Christmas Day – see special notice on page 3 
Wednesday (Boxing Day) No Mass 10:00am 
Thursday 9:30am No Mass (in school holidays) 
Friday 9:30am 12:15pm 
Saturday   9:15am 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Both our Parish Offices will be CLOSED this week and will re-open on Wednesday 2nd 
January.  For emergency sick calls or in the event of the need to make funeral 
arrangements please ring either parish number as usual (the phone is always diverted to Fr 
Colin’s home outside of office hours).  However – NO office or routine enquiries please. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Since it completes the Octave New Year’s Day is, liturgically, still Christmas day.  On 
New Year’s Day we celebrate the greatest, and most ancient, feast of our Lady – the 
Solemnity of Mary as Mother of God.  Just as Christmas day celebrates the initiative of God 
in coming into the world in the birth of Jesus, so the Octave Day of Christmas celebrates 
the other side of the story – the human response that must accompany God’s grace.  Mary is 
our model in this. 

��$$�"#�	�&�����,$�
�-�&!������*������ �1�� ������� /�!#��" %�
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________________________________________________________________________ 
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Since we have now completed our Christmas preparations and since the Octave is a time of 
Christmas celebration there will be NO Reconciliation at the normal Saturday afternoon 
time next Saturday 29th December.  Normal Saturday afternoon Reconciliation will resume 
the following week. 
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The week before last the catechists 
from our two communities 
gathered for their annual Mass 
and luncheon.  It was a great thing 
that the catechists  from our two 
communities themselves voted to 
have a combined Mass for the first 
time – another positive step in our 
growing relationship as a new 
parish. 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please support those supporting us 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

���� ���������������������������������������� ��� � ����������������     Last 
weekend we were pleased to 
welcome Rev. Carol Morris 
from Chester St Uniting 
Church to the 10am Mass at 
Epping where she gave us a 
very thoughtful and 
challenging reflection on the 
message of the Advent and 
Christmas Season. 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Thank you to all those who supported the Shop Till you Drop, and help 
towards the Christmas Appeal to those less fortunate.  The amount 
raised was $1,428, which is a great contribution after we all had such a 
great day.  Many thanks.      Marilyn Sharp 
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As you will recall I proposed last year that we would 
highlight some special feasts in the course of our year 
so that we could recover that strong Catholic tradition 
of feast days and their role in highlighting important 
aspects of our faith and relating it to our life.  In that 
proposal I suggested that we would take the greatest 
and the most ancient of the feasts of Mary – 1st 
January, New Year’s Day:  (the solemnity of Mary 
as Mother of God) as the day on which we would 
annually invite everyone to bring their images of Mary 
to be blessed during Mass. 
 

New Year’s Day is the Octave Day of Christmas and 
celebrates Mary’s role in our salvation:  that it was 
through her acceptance of God’s call and placing 
herself at the service of God that the Word was made 

flesh in and through her.  As such this feast celebrates Mary as our model as she 
challenges us likewise to be ‘mothers of God’ bringing Jesus to birth in our world 
through our own lives. 
 

Because this is such a significant celebration of Mary’s role in our 
Christian life we will have the blessing of images of Mary at the Mass in 
each of our two churches on New Year’s Day – which will both be 
celebrated at 11am.   
 
Please bring along your statue, icon or other image of our Lady to be blessed 
within Mass and be part of this feast day celebration as we begin a new year. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

PLEASE AWARE OF OUR NEIGHBOURS    when leaving our churches after the 
Midnight Masses on Christmas night. 

 
 

��� � ���'����������������'����������������'����������������'������������� ((( ( ��)��)��)��) ����
The Octave of Christmas 

Feasts within the Octave:  
Wednesday: Feast, St. Stephen, first martyr;  Thursday: Feast, St John, apostle, 
evangelist. Friday:  Feast, Holy Innocents, martyrs. Next Sunday is the feast of the 
Holy Family.   

Connecting You  
Computer Services 

 
Mobile Computer and Printer Repair 

for Home and Business 
 

New Installations 
 

Virus and Spyware Removal 
 

Microsoft Certified 15 year’s experience 
 

Seniors Discount 
 

Phone: John on 0411 585 792 
for a free quote and friendly service 

 

Please support 
those supporting 

us 
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This is a short liturgy that you might like to celebrate with family of friends or 
by yourself on Christmas Day, perhaps before sharing the Christmas meal or 
before opening gifts, or at some other suitable time: 

����
���� ������������������������ ����

· On a table place a white cloth, a lighted candle, a flower and the Bible open at 
Luke 2:15-20. 

· Have a Christmas crib on the table or close by where all can see it. 
· Select a Christmas carol which everyone knows to sing at the beginning of the 

prayer. 
 
 
 
 
Leader: 
Today we rejoice at the birth of Jesus. For four weeks we have been preparing to 
celebrate this event. It is time to rejoice and be glad, for Jesus is our friend and saviour. 
Jesus is God-with-us, the good news for the whole world. 
   Let’s now listen to our reading which describes how the shepherds welcomed and 
announced the good news. 
 

Reader: Reads Luke 2:15-20. 
����

���� ���������������������������� ����
 

· Share anything that was meaningful to you in the reading, or 
· Discuss how you can give Jesus a special place in your celebrations today, or 
· A time for silent prayer and reflection 
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Together: Rejoice and be glad for Jesus our Saviour is born. 
 

Reader 1: Jesus comes to bring us peace and joy. 
 

Together: Rejoice and be glad for Jesus our Saviour is born. 
 

Reader 2: Jesus comes to show us God’s love and mercy. 
 

Together: Rejoice and be glad for Jesus our Saviour is born. 
 

Reader 3: Jesus comes to live with us and make us one with him. 
 

Together: Rejoice and be glad for Jesus our Saviour is born.  Amen. 
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The week before last we celebrated our Year 6 
Graduation Masses at Carlingford (above) and 
Epping (Below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

,-.��,-.��,-.��,-.�� ������������������������ ��� � �������������������� ����
You are invited to join our next Card Evening on Friday 28th December in the 
Carlingford Meeting Room commencing at 7:15pm.  Newcomers are most welcome. 
For more information phone Jan Lyons  on  9871 3401. 
All members of both our parish who are 50+ are welcome to all activities. 
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Volunteers are required to support the young children of our community in regular 
weekly celebration of the Children’s Liturgy of the Word – during Sunday 10am Mass.  
Each week (except school holidays) the Children’s Liturgy of the Word takes place in 
the Parish Meeting Room, then the children return to the Mass.  
If you have time to help the children of our community, please complete the form 
below and return to the Parish Office, Epping. 
-----------------Please detach and hand in to the Parish Office, Epping---------------- 
Name:………………………………………………………………………………… 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………… 
Contact Tel. No.:………………………E:mail:…………………………………….. 

��� � ������������������������������������� �� � !!������!!������!!������!!������       
The Christmas (and 
Easter) Offering envelopes 
have traditionally been a 
way that the ‘Pastoral 
Revenue’ (First 
Collection) – which 
supports the clergy of the 
parish and the diocese –
has been supplemented & 
given a boost at these two 
festival times of our year.  
Christmas Offering 
envelopes are available 
near the doors of both our 
churches and may be 
placed on the collection 
bowls during this season. 
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The Christmas Appeal in both our churches is drawing to a close. Envelopes are 
available at the rear of both our churches (at Epping donations may also be made via 
the representative staffing the paper table outside the church) and as usual donations 
over $2 are allowable as tax deductions. Please include your name and address 
correctly in the appropriate place and make sure that credit card details are accurate 
and complete.                             
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The time has now come to register to be part of World Youth Day (you should do this 
whether you are a young pilgrim participating in all the events or even if you just want 
to attend the final papal Mass).    
 

Pages 8, 9 and 10 of today’s bulletin give a full account of what’s involved. 
 

Please read these pages and detach and keep them for future reference – we do not 
have space in the bulletin to print them again. 
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· our Christmas Mass times are 
available via the link on the 
homepage 

· a full account of our many 
parish activities, groups, 
programmes and ministries is 
available under the link 
‘Activities’ 

· the link to ‘The Tablet’ on 
the homepage takes you to 
the website of one of the best 
weekly Catholic journals in 
the world.  ‘The Tablet’ 
offers excellent commentary 
on a wide range of issues of 
interest to people of Christian 
faith 

 
 

Visit us at www.eppcarl.org.au 

��� � �������������������� ��� � ���������������� ����
Thank you on behalf of the Prison 
Fellowship, thank you for your support 
for the “Angel Tree” this year. Due to 
your support all presents were returned 
and a total of 49 presents were sent to 
the children. We would also like to 
thank David and Marilyn Singer for 
their work in organising the posting of 
the gifts. Please remember the children 
in your prayers, especially over this 
Christmas period.  
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Email  Sarah and Clavell  at carleppyouth@primus.com.au  

or call/SMS   Sarah 0407 065 521   Clavell 0403 619 506 
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#��� �������� �$� ������� ���� ���� $�������� ����� ���� ��� ���������� �������� ����
������������ ���,�!�� ��� ������������ $��� ������ ������ � ��� ���� �������� ��� D����
��������!E�  ���� ���� ������1�����"�9�� ����� �$����� 
� ��8�6������7�����������+�
��!�,�!���� ��������� ���� ����!� ��� ������ ��D�����E�  � ���� ����� (������ ��"� �������
���� ���� ���������!� ��=� �$$������ �������  ���� ���� 
�� �8� ������������� ������+�
��������� ��� ��=� ��������� ������  �� ��$��� ��� ���D1��� ����E"�?�� ��!��� ��� ��������+�
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��������� 
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1���������� ����� I���� �����!�� 7��! ���� 7���������+�  ����� ������  ���� (�� ������
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# ���� ���0�4��� �����������
 �����!� ����� 
4��� �2� 0� 4��� ��'� %�3��"� � 5��� ���� $��� �  ���� ������ ��� ����� ��
���������� �$� �������� 9� 
 ����� �����!��� ������� ����� ��!�����'� %&2��� ���
�������� �� 
��� �������!�����'� %&&��"� �������� �$� ���� ������ ���=������ ���
4�!���+� ������� ���� ��������� ���� ���������!� ��� ����� �� �������� �� ��!� �������
������������������,�����������������,�������������� ����������� ������������,��
A� $����!� ��� (���� ������ � �� �������!�����"� 9�� �� ���� ����  ��  ���� ���� (��
���,�!���� ���� �����,������ �����  ���!� (�� ��;����!� $� �� ��������� �������� ���
�������A��������� �,�������� ��� ���� �������� 9"� ������ �� 9� ��� ���������� $���
���������$�����,���������!����	�������������������� �"�

 


